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The scientific breakthrough in India started pre-
independence by C V Raman, Vikram Sarabhai
and many other well known Indian scientists
science and technology in India. Indian Insti-
tute of Science, Banglore. Post-independence
continuous reforms were taken to promote
higher education and Indian Institute of Tech-
nology (IIT)  —conceived by a 22-member com-
mittee of scholars and entrepreneurs in order

to promote Science and technical education—
was inaugurated on 18 August 1951 at
Kharagpur in West Bengal by the minister of
education Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. More IITs
were soon opened in Bombay, Madras, Kanpur
and Delhi as well in the late 1950s and early
1960s. Beginning in the 1960s, close ties with
the Soviet Union enabled the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation to rapidly develop the In-
dian space program and advance nuclear power
in India even after the first nuclear test explo-
sion by India on 18 May 1974 at Pokhran.

India accounts for about 10% of all expenditure
on research and development in Asia and the
number of scientific publications grew by 45%
over the five years to 2007. However, accord-
ing to former Indian science and technology
minister Kapil Sibal, India is lagging in science
and technology compared to developed coun-

Science and Technology

Washigton Street Station
(Newark Light Rail)

The Washington Street station is an underground station on the Newark City Subway Line of the

Newark Light Rail. The station is owned and service is operated by New Jersey Transit. The station

is located at the intersection of Raymond Boulevard and Washington Street with a second en-

trance at University Avenue, both in Down-
town Newark. The station serves the western

edge of downtown and the University Heights

neighborhood. The station was opened in

1935. The station is decorated with beige tiles

and colored tiles for borders, mosaics and

street indicator signs. Some mosaic street indi-

cators still show the exit for "Plane Street"

which is the previous name for University Av-

enue. This station is wheelchair accessible.

NLR light rail Route Schedule
and Stops

The NLR light rail (Direction: Nlr Branch Brook Park) has 11 stations departing from Newark Penn
Station and ending in Silver Lake Light Rail Station.

NLR light rail time schedule overview for the upcoming week: Starts operating at 5:58 AM and ends
at 7:56 PM. Operating days this week: weekdays.

The Price of America’s Complacency in
the Face of COVID-19 Is Survival

On Monday, California Governor Gavin Newsom ordered many businesses statewide to shut down
in response to the raging resurgence of COVID-19 in nearly all 50 US states. That same day, a friend
of mine landed in San Francisco after having spent six months living in Japan. On his flight, a United
employee sitting behind him failed to wear a mask, as did numerous other people on the flight. No
one said or did anything. Upon arrival, he was not asked where he had been or if he had any symp-
toms of the virus. His temperature was not taken and there was no mention of any requirement for
14 days of quarantine. He boarded a connecting flight and was on his way — six months after the
pandemic that has ravaged the world began.

Countries the world over have gotten so many basic elements of the battle against the virus right.
Why not America? The unfortunate politicization of COVID-19, the failure to implement manda-
tory and consistent rules nationwide, the absence of rule enforcement, selfishness, laziness and a
culture of silence are all combining to doom us to the consequences of our shared failure. Our col-
lective apathy, complacency and idiocy are killing us.

tries. India has only 140 researchers per
1,000,000 population, compared to 4,651 in the
United States. "MECHANICS - Oscillations and
Properties of Matter" written originally by J.C.
Upadhyaya - M.sc., Ph.D., F.Inst.P. (London) a
renowned senior author and reader in the field
of Physics wrote for B.Sc and B.Tech for various
Universities, published originally and only by
Ram Prasad Publications, Agra Uttar Pradesh

(India) holds a miraculously important position
and is fruitful for students aiming at higher edu-
cation on the subject. India invested US$3.7 bil-
lion in science and technology in 2002–2003.
For comparison, China invested about four times
more than India, while the United States in-
vested approximately 75 times more than In-
dia on science and technology. The highest-
ranked Indian university for engineering and
technology in 2014 was the Indian Institute of
Technology Bombay at number 16; natural sci-
ence ranks lower.

While India has increased its output of scientific
papers fourfold between 2000 and 2015 over-
taking Russia and France in absolute number of
papers per year, that rate has been exceeded
by China and Brazil; Indian papers generate
fewer cites than average, and relative to its
population it has few scientists.

Budgets
Demand for Grants 2020-21 Analysis : Agriclture and Farmers Wel-
fare
The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare has two Departments: (i) Agriculture, Coopera-
tion and Farmers’ Welfare, which implements policies and programmes related to crop husbandry
and farmers’ welfare, and manages agriculture inputs, and (ii) Agricultural Research and Educa-
tion, which coordinates and promotes agricultural research and education in the country.  This
note examines the allocations to the two Departments within the Ministry and their expenditure,
and discusses issues in the agriculture sector.

Overview of Finances
The Ministry has been allocated Rs 1,42,762 crore in 2020-21.  Allocation to the Ministry accounts
for 5% of the central government’s budget.  This allocation is 30% higher than the revised estimate
for 2019-20, primarily due to a higher allocation of Rs 75,000 crore to PM-KISAN (income support
scheme for farmers) for 2020-21 or 2019-20 as well,
the scheme was allocated Rs 75,000 crore at the bud-
geted stage, which has now been revised down to an
estimate of Rs 54,370 crore.

PM-KISAN accounts for 53% of the allocation to the
Ministry in 2020-21.  Other expenditure items of the
Ministry, including interest subsidy for short-term
credit to farmers and Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana, have been allocated Rs 67,762 crore in 2020-
21, a 22% increase over the previous year.

Demand for Grants 2020-21 Analysis :Food and Public Distrubution
The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution has two Departments: (i)
Food and Public Distribution, and (ii) Consumer
Affairs.  Allocation to the Ministry accounts for
4% of the budget of the central government in
2020-21.

Department of Food and Public Distribution is
responsible for ensuring food security through
procurement, storage, and distribution of food
grains, and for regulating the sugar sector.   In
2020-21, the Department has been allocated

CCRGA issues notice to Delhi Government
The Supreme Court mandated Committee on Content Regulation in Government Advertising
(CCRGA) on Monday issued a notice to
Government of NCT of Delhi on an adver-
tisement of the Delhi Government which
had appeared in newspapers on the 16th
July, 2020.

The Committee had taken suo-moto cogni-
zance of the points raised in the social me-
dia on the Delhi Government advertise-
ment - questions had been raised on the ne-
cessity of Delhi Government to issue  advertisements in Mumbai newspapers and had pointed that
the purpose of the ad was only for political messaging.

The one page advertisement was published by the Department of Education and Directorate of

Information & Publicity, Government of NCT of Delhi.

Under the Supreme Court guidelines dated 13th May, 2015 -  “the content of government adver-

tisements should be relevant to the governments’ constitutional and legal obligations as well as the

citizens’ rights and entitlements”.

 In view of these guidelines, the Delhi Government has been given 60 days time from the receipt of

the notice to submit its comments to the Committee on the issues of :

1. The cost to exchequer on the mentioned advertisement published.

2. The purpose of the advertisement published and specifically publishing other editions than

Delhi.

3. How does this advertisement not violate the Hon’ble Supreme Court’s Guidelines of avoiding

glorification of political personalities.

4. Media Plan of the said advertisement with names of publications and their editions may also

be furnished. It will be recalled that as per the directions of Hon’ble Supreme Court on 13th

May, 2015, the Government of India on 6th April, 2016 had set up a Three Member Body con-

sisting of “persons with unimpeachable neutrality and impartiality and who have excelled in

their respective fields” to look into Content Regulation of Government funded advertisements

in all media platforms.

The Committee is empowered to address complaints from the general public on violation of the Su-

preme Court guidelines and make suitable recommendations.

The Committee can also take suo-moto cognizance of any violation/ deviation of the Supreme

Court guidelines and recommend corrective actions.

Presently the CCRGA is chaired by Shri Om Prakash Rawat, former Chief Election Commissioner of

India and the Members are Ramesh Narayan of Asian Federation of Advertising Associations and

Past President, IAA and Dr. Ashok Kumar Tandon,  Member, Prasar Bharati Board.

Messi brace gives Barcelona
5-0 final day win
VITORIA GASTEIZ (Spain): Barcelona ended
their disappointing La Liga campaign on a high
as Lionel Messi scored twice in a resounding 5-0
win at Alaves on Sunday, easing the pain of last
week's shock defeat by Osasuna.
Barca finished the season second in the stand-
ings on 82 points, four behind champions Real
Madrid who visit Leganes later on Sunday.
Alaves are 16th on 39.
Teenage forward Ansu Fati put Barca in front
midway through the first half after the visitors
had hit the woodwork three times, while Messi
and strike partner Luis Suarez further stretched
their lead before halftime.
Defender Nelson Semedo scored a fourth early
in the second half before Messi struck again,
scoring his 25th league goal of the season which
is almost certain to land him the top scorer's
award for a record seventh time.

Rs 1,22,235 crore (98% of the Ministry’s alloca-
tion).   This is 6% higher than the revised esti-
mate of 2019-20.

Department of Consumer Affairs is responsible
for spreading awareness among consumers
about their rights, protecting their interests,
implementing standards, and preventing black
marketing.  In 2020-21, the Department has
been allocated Rs 2,300 crore, which is 12%
higher than the revised estimate of 2019-20.

This note examines the allocations to the De-
partment of Food and Public Distribution.  It
also looks at the broad issues in the sector,
along with key observations and recommenda-
tions made by expert committees over the
years.

Pakistan Army violates ceasefire along
LoC in J&K’s Rajouri district

In yet another ceasefire violation, Pak Army initiated unprovoked and indiscriminate firing with
small arms and heavy mortar shelling along the LoC in Sunderbani sector of district Rajouri today.

PRO defence, Colonel Davinder Anand has said that PaK army initiated unprovoked and indiscrimi-
nate firing and heavy Mortar shelling along the LoC in Sunderbani sector of Rajouri district.

He said Pak army initiated unprovoked ceasefire violation by firing with small arms and thereafter
heavy Mortar shelling along the LoC in Sunderbani sector of Rajouri district.

The Indian Army troop gaurding the fence are retaliating befittingly with equal caliber. The ex-
change of fire was on when reports last came in.

The PRO said, there are no reports of demage to any property and loss of any life from our side so
far. Details are awaited.
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NEWS UPDATE
Flood situation worsens in Bangladesh

as rivers continue to rise
The situation Huge onrush of water from the upstream and monsoon rain freshly flooded north-
ern and north-eastern districts of Bangladesh. Earlier, during the last week of June 2020, BDRCS
based on the forecast, has activated its Early Action Protocol (EAP) to support 3,800 households
in three districts which have more than 25 per cent of household assets damaged. After show-
ing a slight improvement last week, the flood situation has deteriorated again as major rivers in
the country are flowing above the danger level. According to the current forecast, this flood has 50
per cent chances to cross 1 in 10 years on 21 July. Thousands of people in low-lying areas are witness-
ing the second phase of floods this season due to rise of water levels of major rivers in the country.

Flood situation may further worsen in north-eastern districts of Sylhet, Sunamganj and Netrokona;
northern districts of Nilphamari, Lalmonirhat, Rangpur, Kurigram, and Gaibandha; north-western
district of Natore and north central districts of Bogura and Jamalpur by 13 July 2020. Many of
these districts were affected when the first monsoon flood hit on 26 June and the situation there
improved after several days. The Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief (MoDMR) men-
tioned in a briefing that the northern Kurigram, Lalmonirhat, Rangpur, Nilphamari and
Gaibandha, northwestern Natore, Naogaon, Bogura, Sirajganj and Rajshahi, northcentral
Jamalpur and Tangail and central Manikganj districts in the Brahmaputra-Jamuna basin, central
districts of Rajbari, Faridpur, Madaripur, Shariatpur and Munshiganj and southeastern Chandpur
in the Ganges-Padma basin and northeastern Netrokona, Sylhet and Sunamganj and central dis-
trict of Kishoreganj in the Meghna basin may witness a fresh wave of flood.

According to the Flood Forecasting and Warning Centre (FFWC) bulletin on 12 July 2020, water lev-
els of all major rivers in upper Meghna basin, Brahmaputra-Jamuna and Gages basins are in rising
trend till 12 July morning and it may continue in the next 72 hours due to onrush of upstream wa-
ter coupled with heavy to very heavy rainfall.

Major rivers in the Meghna basin such as Surma River, Jamuna River and Gur River are all report-
edly experiencing rising water levels above their danger marks.

The FFWC is predicting that heavy rainfall is likely to occur in the country’s south-eastern hill re-
gions and it may cause rapid rise of water levels in Sangu, Halda Muhuri and Matamuhuri rivers in
that region on 13 July 2020.

Of the 101 river gauging stations, the FFWC observed swelling at 66 points within the 24 hours on
11 July 2020.

The FFWC reported that the precipitation level was at 523 millimeters at Cherapunji during the
same time and Assam and Meghalaya and West Bengal also received heavy rain. For Bangladesh,
the country’s highest rainfall of 252 millimeters in the 24 hours until 9:00 am local time on 11 July
2020 was recorded at Lourergarh in Sunamganj. Extremely heavy rains were observed at many
places at Sylhet, Sunamganj, Netrokona and Mymensingh.

Bangladesh Meteorological Department predicted light to moderate rains in most places in
Rajshahi, Rangpur, Mymensingh, Chattoram and Sylhet divisions and in many places in Barishal,
Dhaka and Khulna divisions until Sunday morning. Indian Meteorological Department predicted
extremely heavy rainfall to continue in places upstream through 12 July. According to Water De-
velopment Board, a lot of water was flowing from upstream until 12 July night. The water level at
Teesta barrage point in Lalmonirhat rose to 55 centimeters above the danger mark while water
at Dharla River at Kulaghat point was flowing above the danger level of 60 centimeters. The Wa-
ter Development Board mentioned that the water is increasing gradually and issued a red alert in
the Teesta basin as the flood situation continued to deteriorate.

Over a million people were marooned in dozens of villages from 10 to 11 July 2020 as roaring riv-
ers swept away embankments in the districts where some of the embankments were already un-
der water since 26 June.

Thousands of people are expected to leave their homes throughout the beginning of this week to
seek shelter in higher grounds as the Water Development Board warned that the onrush of water
from upstream would further intensify.

As low-lying areas in 23 districts are predicted to experience a month-long fresh flooding in the
next week with the rise of water levels in major rivers, the Government of Bangladesh is on
standby with all-out measures to face the flood situation. The State Minister of MoDMR said in a
briefing that the government has taken all-out preparations to protect the lives and livelihoods of
people from the approaching flood as the deluge may continue for prolonged period. Directives
have been given to ensure preparedness of shelter centers in 23 districts. The Government of
Bangladesh has allocated total 8,210 metric tons of rice, BDT 22,250,000 (approximately CHF
242,235) of cash, 48,000 packets of dry foods, BDT 4,800,000 (approximately CHF 52,258) worth
of fodders (animal foods) and BDT 4,800,000 (approximately CHF 52,258) worth of child foods to
23 districts from 28 June to 9 July.
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Covid-19 : Balancing Helth Emergencies
and Human Rights

The COVID-19 pandemic has led to governments around the world imposing state emergencies
under the pretext of protecting public health. Such mea-
sures, which have included both partial and full lockdowns
to slow the spread of the novel coronavirus that causes
the COVID-19 disease, have had an impact on fundamen-
tal freedoms. These rights, which are highlighted under
international human rights law (IHRL), include access to
health care, non-discrimination, privacy, free speech,
freedom of movement and peaceful assembly.

COVID-19 Pandemic and Human Rights:There are several non-negotiable human rights prin-
ciples enshrined in the IHRL framework. These include the right to life; no torture and slavery; a
fair trial before a court of law; no imprisonment for breaches of contractual obligations; freedom
of thought, conscience and religion; and the right to recognition as a person. Consequently, Article
4(1) of the ICCPR states:

“In [a] time of public emergency which threatens the life of the nation and the existence of which
is officially proclaimed, the States Parties to the present Covenant may take measures derogating
from their obligations under the present Covenant to the extent strictly required by the exigencies
of the situation, provided that such measures are not inconsistent with their other obligations un-
der international law and do not involve discrimination solely on the ground of race, colour, sex,
language, religion or social origin.”

This does not mean that other human rights obligations can be shelved during a public health emer-
gency against the principle of legal proportionality of restrictive measures. But there is a set of laws
that consist of both procedural and substantive legal requirements. States have to meet these
guidelines while combating the COVID-19 disease without eschewing their human rights obliga-
tions under the IHRL framework.

On the other hand, UN Human Rights High Commissioner Michelle Bachelet has underscored that
balancing “the economic imperatives with the health and human rights imperatives during the
COVID-19 pandemic is going to be one of the most delicate, daunting and defining experiences for
all leaders and all governments. Their place in history will be decided by how well or how badly they
perform over the coming months.”

President Donald Trump is to send "a
surge" of federal security forces to US

cities in a crackdown on crime.
Chicago and two other Democratic-run cities are being targeted in the Republican president's
move, amid a spike in violence.

But federal deployments in Portland, Oregon, have proved controversial. Local officials say they
have raised tensions amid ongoing protests.

Law and order has become a key plank of Mr Trump's re-election bid in November.

Since the death on 25 May of an unarmed black man, George Floyd, in police custody in Minne-
apolis, Minnesota, there have been protests - sometimes descending into civil disorder - in scores
of US cities.

Meanwhile, gun violence has spiked in metropolitan areas including New York City, Philadelphia,
Los Angeles, Chicago and Milwaukee.



‘As Immoral As It Is Illegal’: Betsy DeVos
Accused of ‘Siphoning’ Pandemic Relief

Funds to Private Schools
A coalition of public schools and parents joined the NAACP in a lawsuit accusing U.S. Secretary of
Education Betsy DeVos of unlawfully funneling pandemic relief funds away from economically dis-
advantaged schools to disproportionately benefit the coffers of wealthier private institutions.

The complaint, filed in the U.S. District Court in Washington, D.C., claims that DeVos illegally issued
a rule re-allocating $13.2 billion in congressionally-approved Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) Act funds to benefit private schools rather than public schools under a disputed
aid formula.

Under the CARES Act, public school districts were directed to calculate the amount of money to al-
locate to disadvantaged private school students based on the number of local students from low-
income homes who attend private school.

However, according to the lawsuit, DeVos issued guidance “purporting to interpret” how districts
should apportion private school funding that directly contradicts that language of the law.

“Contrary to the Act’s plain language, the Guidance Document directed [districts] to apportion
CARES Act funds for private schools based on the total number of private-school students residing
in the district, as opposed to the number of low income private-school students,” the complaint
stated.

The plaintiffs contend that the consequences of DeVos’s rule were “as obvious as they were se-
vere” AND resulted in hundreds of millions of dollars in federal funds being diverted from public
school students to private-school students.

“The Rule is as immoral as it is illegal. In a moment of crisis—when public school districts are called
upon to educate their students in unprecedented circumstances, to protect their students and
staff from disease, and to feed families who have been plunged into poverty, all with decimated
state and local revenues—it is unconscionable for Defendants to siphon away the CARES Act’s des-
perately needed funds for the benefit of more affluent private-school students,” the lawsuit said.
“The Rule will most negatively impact students in high-poverty districts; because of long-standing
institutional racism, students of color are disproportionately represented in those schools and dis-
tricts, whereas white students are disproportionately enrolled in the private schools to which the
Rule attempts to funnel federal funds.”

DeVos – who has always been a strong supporter of private schools – last month defended her
agency’s interpretation in a call with reporters by claiming there was nothing in the law directing
the aid to be allocated to disadvantaged students.

“The CARES Act is a special, pandemic-related appropriation to benefit all American students,
teachers, and families impacted by coronavirus,” said Secretary DeVos. “There is nothing in the law
Congress passed that would allow districts to discriminate against children and teachers based on
private school attendance and employment.”

The lawsuit seeks to have a federal judge grant an injunction preventing DeVos from implement-
ing the agency rule.

International relations (IR) or
international affairs (IA)

Commonly also referred to as international studies (IS), global studies (GS), or global affairs
(GA)—is the study in interconnectedness of politics, economics and law on a global level. Depend-
ing on the academic institution, it is either a field of political science, an interdisciplinary academic
field similar to global studies, or an entirely independent academic discipline in which students take
a variety of internationally focused courses in social science and humanities disciplines. In all cases,
the field studies relationships between political entities (polities) such as sovereign states, inter-
governmental organizations (IGOs), international non-governmental organizations (INGOs),
other non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and multinational corporations (MNCs), and the
wider world-systems produced by this interaction. International relations is an academic and a
public policy field, and so can be positive and normative, because it analyses and formulates the
foreign policy of a given state.As political activity, international relations dates from the time of
the Greek historian Thucydides (c.?460–395 BC), and, in the early 20th century, became a discrete
academic field (no. 5901 in the 4-digit UNESCO Nomenclature) within political science. In practice,
international relations and international affairs forms a separate academic program or field from
political science, and the courses taught therein are highly interdisciplinary.[2]

For example, international relations draws from the fields of politics, economics, international law,
communication studies, history, demography,
geography, sociology, anthropology, criminol-
ogy and psychology. The scope of international
relations encompasses issues such as globaliza-
tion, diplomatic relations, state sovereignty, in-
ternational security, ecological sustainability,
nuclear proliferation, nationalism, economic de-
velopment, global finance, terrorism, and hu-
man rights.

Aston Villa Out Of Relegation Zone
As Trezeguet Sinks Arsenal

Trezeguet scored a crucial goal in the 27th minute to help Aston Villa beat Arsenal 1-0 and move
out of the relegation zone.

Dean Smith urged Aston Villa to finish the job after they climbed out of the Premier League relega-
tion zone as Trezeguet clinched a priceless 1-0 win against Arsenal on Tuesday. Smith's side have
their survival fate in their own hands after the Egypt winger's first-half strike at Villa Park.
Watford's 4-0 thrashing against Manchester City earlier on Tuesday had opened the door for Villa
to escape the bottom three. And Villa seized their chance with a first home Premier League win
over Arsenal in 18 attempts dating back to 1998.

Villa are now fourth bottom and have moved ahead of third-bottom Watford on goal difference,
with Smith's men on -26 compared to the Hornets' -27.

They head to West Ham for their final game of the season on Sunday, while Watford visit Arsenal
and second-bottom Bournemouth, three points from safety, travel to Everton.

There are a multitude of permutations that could decide relegation, but Villa will be safe if they
can better Watford's result on what is certain to be a dramatic finale.

If Villa and Watford both win, goal difference or goals scored will decide who goes down.

"It is a big boost, that's for sure. We knew we had to get that win to catch Watford and now we
have got the season in our own hands," Smith said.

"That's all you can ask going into the last game. It was a great performance and an even better re-
sult against a good team who just beat two of the best teams in Europe.

"We have taken the season to the last day. Watford can go and win at Arsenal so we have to make
sure we win at West Ham."

Having secured an FA Cup final place by beating Manchester City on Saturday, Gunners boss Mikel
Arteta made six changes and Arsenal looked a shadow of the team who impressed at Wembley.

"Emotionally and physically it's been a very demanding week but I saw a team who wanted to fight
until the end," Arteta insisted.

Arsenal cannot finish higher than eighth and must win the FA Cup final against Chelsea to qualify
for next season's Europa League.

For all the positive signs since Arteta took charge in December, Arsenal will suffer their worst Pre-
mier League finish since 1995.

"It tells you the gap doesn't lie. We have to make that smaller and smaller," Arteta said.

"I know where we are in certain areas and where we need to improve. We will get that."

The rush to claim an undersea mountain range
One of the most mysterious mountain ranges in the world is not visible on any ordinary map. You
can’t see it on the most popularly used flat map of the world, the Mercator projection, or on the
Peters projection that is a popular (and more accurate) alternative. On a spinning globe, the plas-
tic axle at the North Pole often covers it up, as if there’s nothing to see.

But this is where you can find the Lomonosov Ridge, a vast mountain range running from the con-
tinental shelf of Siberia towards Greenland and Canada. The mountain range stretches for more
than 1,700km (1,060 miles), its highest peak is 3.4km (2.1 miles) above the ocean floor.

This little-known mountain range is at the centre of three nations seeking sovereignty over the
seabed around the North Pole. According to Denmark, the mountain range is an extension of its
autonomous territory of Greenland. According to Russia, it is an extension of the Siberian archi-
pelago Franz Josef Land. And according to Canada, it is an extension of Ellesmere Island in the Ca-
nadian territory of Nunavut.

China's Star Market
Aims to take on the

Nasdaq
The Star market, China's answer to the Nasdaq,
celebrates its first anniversary this week.

The tech-heavy stock market was set up at the
request of President Xi Jinping as relations with
the US began to sour.

Officially called the Shanghai Stock Exchange
Science and Technology Innovation Board, it
now includes more than 120 firms.

It's already Asia’s most valuable stock market,
valued at more than $400bn (£314bn).

This month it hit a record level in terms of new
listings as it raised more than $7bn, a 46% in-
crease on July 2019 according to figures from
data firm Refinitiv.

This was boosted by last week's listing of semi-
conductor manufacturer SMIC, China's biggest
share sale in a decade.

Experts believe the Star market is in a strong po-
sition to attract listings from both Hong Kong,
given the political tensions there, and the US
which is clamping down on the listing of Chinese
firms.
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Kisan Credit Cards campaign launched for 1.5 crore
dairy farmers

Kisan Credit Cards will be provided to 1.5 crore dairy farmers belonging to Milk
Unions and Milk producing Companies within the next two months between June 1-
July 31, 2020.
The government has launched the Kisan Credit Cards campaign to benefit dairy farmers. Under the
special drive, Kisan Credit Cards will be provided to 1.5 crore dairy farmers belonging to Milk
Unions and Milk producing Companies within the next two months between June 1-July 31, 2020.
The Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying in association with the Department of Finan-
cial Services have already circulated relevant circulars and KCC application format to all the State
Milk Federation and Milk Unions to implement the same on a mission mode.
Approximately 1.7 crore farmers are associated with 230 Milk Unions in the country under the
dairy cooperative movement.

Rohit Sharma nominated for Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna
Award 2020

Rohit Sharma : Rohit Sharma is India's vice-captain in the
limited-overs format. He was named ICC ODI Cricketer of the
Year 2019. He holds the record of becoming the first-ever
cricketer to score five centuries in a single World Cup edition,
with his fabulous performance in the ICC ODI World Cup
2019. He is also the first batsman to score four T20I centuries
and the first-ever player to score twin centuries in his maiden

appearance as a Test opener

Rohit Sharma has been nominated by the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) for the presti-
gious Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award 2020. Among other nominations, the BCCI nominated Shikhar
Dhawan, Deepti Sharma and Ishant Sharma for Arjuna Awards.

The Union Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports had sought invitations for the awards from the board.
The period of consideration for the nominations is from January 1, 2016- December 31, 2019.

Speaking on the nominations, BCCI President Sourav Ganguly stated that they went through a lot of
data and considered various parameters before shortlisting the nominees. He said that Rohit
Sharma has set new benchmarks as a batsman and achieved scores that people thought were not
possible in the shorter formats of the game so he is worthy of the honour for his consistency, con-
duct, commitment and leadership skills.

What is the difference between LTE and VoLTE
LTE is called 'Long Term Evolution'. Airtel launched the first LTE network service in India in 2012.
Generally, LTE is also called 4G. VoLTE stands for 'Voice over Long Term Evolution'. It also supports
4G networks. In VoLTE, you can enjoy data connectivity while calling. Reliance Jio had started this
VoLTE service in India.

At present, the whole world is living in an era of the information technology revolution. There are
total internet users in the world are 4.57 billion in 2020. China has the largest number of internet
users i.e. 85 crores while India has 56 crore internet users followed by the USA With 31 crore

Finance Minister discusses global economic
outlook at 3rd G20 Finance Ministers and

Central Bank Governors meet
Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the High-Level Segment of
UN ECOSOC and credited India's grass-root health system that
helped the country in ensuring one of the best recoveries from
COVID-19.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave a virtual keynote address at the high-level segment of the
United Nations Economic and Social Council (UN ECOSOC) on July 17. The session was held on the
75th anniversary of the United Nations.
The address was PM Modi’s first speech at the UN after India’s elections to the Security Council.
He was joined by UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres and Norway PM Erna Solberg.
The theme of the High-Level Segment which is held annually by ECOSOC is “Multilateralism after
COVID 19: What kind of UN do we need at the 75th anniversary”. PM Modi had earlier delivered
his address at the 70th anniversary of ECOSOC on January 22, 2016.
PM Modi in his virtual address lauded India's Health care system and He also added the motto
'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikaas, Sabka Vishwas', which defines India's principle of leaving no one be-
hind.

India-Russia likely to sign defence logistics
sharing pact by the end of 2020

India and Russia are finalising a defence logistics sharing pact that can enable seamless access to
each other’s military bases and support facilities, and the formal agreement is likely to be signed
at the annual summit planned later this year.
The Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics Agreement will simplify interoperability and enable support
to military platforms like warships and aircraft and is of significance as Russia continues to be a
leading arms supplier to India, with joint exercises also increasing in recent years.
Sources indicated that the pact is currently being negotiated and could be signed at the next edi-
tion of the annual summit when President Vladimir Putin is on a visit here later this year. This gains
significance as the pact is being planned to be signed close on the heels of the worst Sino-India
stand-off along LAC in decades.
Russia has assured steady supplies of weapons following India’s request for a variety of equipment
under the emergency purchase clause, including missiles, assault rifles and key ammunition.

RBI conducts OMO, Operation Twist for Gov-
ernment Securities: What is OMO & Why RBI

conducts Open Market Operations
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to conduct simultaneous purchase of Government Se-

curities (G-Secs), maturing between 2027 and 2031, and sale of 182 day and 364 day treasury bills

(DTBs) under Open Market Operations (OMO) for ?10,000 crore each on July 2.

The decision to conduct special OMO follows review of current and evolving liquidity and market

conditions, the RBI said in a statement.

Specifically, the central bank will be purchasing four G-Secs or GS – 6.79 per cent GS 2027; 7.26 per

cent GS 2029; 6.68 per cent GS 2031; and 6.57 per cent GS 2033 – using the multiple price auction

method aggregating ?10,000 crore. The RBI said there is no security-wise notified amount.

The RBI will be selling four DTBs – two 182 DTBs maturing on October 15 and October 22, 2020;

and two 364 DTBs maturing on April 22 and April 29, 2021. The RBI said there is no security-wise

notified amount.

Marzban Irani, CIO-Fixed Income, LIC Mutual Fund, said: “In the first quarter, lot of G-Sec ma-

tured. So, G-Secs were maturing and market players were buying in the auction.

“As we go into July, maturities of G-Secs are not there. There will be pressure on yields. So, the RBI

has announced this (‘Operation Twist’) to ease the pressure.”

Irani observed that the main purpose of the OMO is to bring down the yields at the longer end.

SC orders Rs. 833-crore I-T refund to
Vodafone  Idea

Vodafone Idea should get the refund immediately as the top court did not stay the Bombay High

Court order

This refund should provide some liquidity to the telco to pay

its AGR dues

The Supreme Court on Wednesday dismissed a petition filed

by the income tax department challenging a lower court’s or-

der asking it to refund Rs. 833 crore to Vodafone Idea Ltd.

The Bombay High Court in June had ordered the tax depart-

ment to refund the said amount to the telco for the 2014-15

assessment year, in which the income earned in the previous fiscal is assessed.

Vodafone Idea should get the refund immediately as the top court did not stay the Bombay High

Court order directing to process the amount within two weeks, said Prashant Meharchandani, se-
nior associate at PDS Legal. The high court order was passed on 26 June.

“Since the top court has dismissed the plea, the refund should be given along with the applicable

interest for delayed refund as per the (Income Tax) Act," Meharchandani added.

The income tax assessing officer had passed a rectified refund order on 28 May after deducting Rs.

176.39 crore as pending dues and settling at Rs. 833 crore as net refund to Vodafone Idea.

However, the income tax department withheld the refund claiming that massive outstanding dues

for other assessment years were pending. This was challenged by Vodafone Idea at the Bombay

High Court, which said refunds cannot be withheld against undetermined future demands.

The Supreme Court move comes as a big relief for cash-strapped Vodafone Idea that is struggling

to pay its adjusted gross revenue (AGR) related dues to the department of telecommunications

(DoT) amid declining subscribers base and shrinking revenues.

The DoT estimated Vodafone Idea’s AGR dues at Rs. 58,254 crore, of which the telco has so far paid

Rs. 7,854 crore. The operator still owes Rs. 50,400 crore to the government. While the telco has

requested for a 15-year period to clear the remaining dues, the SC has reserved its order on the

timeline of staggered payment.

"With this dismissal of revenue's (department) SLP (special leave petition) against Bombay HC judg-

ment, revenue will have to process the income tax refund and pay Rs. 833 crore to Vodafone Idea,

which was earlier denied in anticipation of future tax demands," said Sumit Mangal.

Gold outperforms all asset class as Covid
uncertainty looms

Gold saw a remarkable performance in the first half of 2020, increasing by 17 per cent in US-dollar
terms and significantly outperforming all other major asset classes.
The LBMA Gold Price PM was trading close to $1,770/oz as of June-end, a level not seen since 2012,
and gold prices were reaching record or near-record highs in all other major currencies, said the
World Gold Council mid-year outlook report.
The Indian economy slowed to 11-year low of 3.1 per cent in March quarter. So in order to stimu-
late the economy amid the Covid outbreak, RBI cut interest rates by a cumulative 115 bps in first
half of the year and the central government, along with RBI, provided an economic package of
?20.97 lakh crore.
In second half this year, WGC expects consumer demand in India to remain soft due to reduced eco-
nomic activity, concerns about increasing unemployment, and income erosion. However, addi-
tional economic packages from the government and a positive monsoon season forecast could
help soften the impact of an economic deceleration.
Additionally, WGC expects investors to buy gold for hedging as seen in the first half of this year.
Though equity markets around the world rebounded sharply from their Q1 lows, the high level of
uncertainty surrounding the Covid pandemic and the ultra-low interest rate environment sup-
ported strong flight-to-quality flows.
The IMF is currently projecting a 4.9 per cent contraction in global growth in 2020, with high lev-
els of unemployment and wealth destruction.

Legally Questionable Commitment of the ECB
The ECB has moved from part of the problem to part of the solution. At the beginning, it focused

single-mindedly on headline inflation, neglected risks to financial stability, opposed debt restruc-

turing and hesitated to embark on quantitative easing even when the spectre of deflation loomed.

Now it acknowledges its lender and liquidity provider responsibilities, has shown itself capable of

pursuing unconventional policies in unconventional circumstances, has softened its doctrinal op-

position to debt restructuring and has assumed additional responsibilities for banking and financial

supervision. This chapter traces the transformation.

The European Central Bank is an evolving institution. Since 2007, it has evolved from being part of

the problem to being part of the solution. Prior to the outbreak of the global financial crisis, which

we can conveniently date to August 9, 2007, when BNP Paribus suspended three of its funds due

to problems with their investments in U.S. subprime-linked securities, the ECB focused narrowly

on its price stability mandate to the exclusion of financial stability-related goals. After then taking

a series of exceptional steps in 2007 and 2008, in response to problems in Europe’s banks and finan-

cial markets, in 2009, it prematurely concluded that its work was done and contemplated phasing

out its unconventional policies. In 2010 and 2011, it opposed all talk of a Greek debt restructuring,

instead saddling the Greek sovereign with additional debt that went to pay off its French and Ger-

man bank creditors. In 2011, still fixated on inflation, it raised interest rates twice, tightening the

screws on the crisis countries. Even when it became clear that the real and pressing danger was

deflation, the central bank refused to move to quantitative easing a l’Amérique

India's diamond-studded
response to the virus

Given the state of the pandemic raging across the
world, masks have become indispensable. So it's no
surprise that they have turned into 2020's biggest
fashion accessory.
Those who want to stock up on them are spoiled for
choice, from handloom ones to chic designer op-
tions.
And in the western Indian state of Gujarat,, they
can add bejeweled masks to the mix if they are will-
ing to pay up - they start at $2,000.
And these are not even the most unique options
out there - try a solid gold mask, or even one made
out of flat bread!

Hima Das dedicates upgraded
Asian Games gold medal to corona

warriors
Celebrating the news of their Asian Games mixed relay top finish, Hima dedicated
her gold medal to the frontline workers in the fight against coronavirus pandemic.
Thursday was good news for Indian athletics after the 4x400m mixed relay team’s
silver medal in the 2018 Asian Games was upgraded to gold following the disquali-
fication of original winners Bahrain on account of a doping ban handed to one of its
runners.
Bahrain, which had topped the 4×400 mixed relay final, was disqualified after Kemi
Adekoya was handed a four-year ban by the Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) for fail-
ing a dope test. The Indian quartet of Mohammed Anas, MR Poovamma, Hima
Das and Arokia Rajiv had clocked 3:15:71 behind Bahrain (3:11:89).
Celebrating the news, Hima dedicated her gold medal to the frontline workers in
the fight against coronavirus pandemic. She wrote on Instagram, “I would like to
dedicate my upgraded gold medal of 4×400 mixed relay event of Asian Games 2018
to police, doctors and all other Coronawarriors who are working selflessly in these
difficult times of Covid-19 to ensure our safety and good health. Respect for all co-
rona-warriors.”

Exporters Say Businesses Hit Due
To Government's New Regulation

On Tax Refunds
The delay in complying with the new rules have led to trade volumes dipping by
2-3 per cent every month since January, an industry body said
Thousands of exporters have been hit hard by new tax regulations, forcing some to
close as doing business becomes more difficult. The government said in June it had
identified thousands of exporters that had claimed tax rebates based on bogus in-
voices and would require them to submit receipts before issuing refunds. But the
process has hit legitimate businesses, already struggling with a fall in orders since
March amid a nationwide lockdown to slow the spread of the novel coronavirus,
according to interviews with five exporters.
The Federation of Indian Export Organisations (FIEO), a lobby group, said in a let-
ter to the finance ministry that many businesses were being tagged as "risky" with-
out being offered any explanation.
Some businesses had been harassed by tax officials and asked to submit up to 1,500
documents to prove they were complying with the new regulations, said Ajay
Sahai, director general of FIEO.
"Putting together these documents during the lockdown isn't an easy task, causing
further delays," said Khalid Khan, another FIEO official, and an exporter from
Mumbai.
The delays have led to trade volumes dipping by 2-3 per cent every month since
January, resulting in a loss of billions of dollars, according to data from the trade
body. Government data show merchandise exports fell 36.71 per cent in April-June
from a year earlier to $51.32 billion. Industry sources cite the lockdown and new
rules for the slump.
The finance ministry did not respond to a request for comment.
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Coronavirus: Question mark over
2021 Tokyo Olympics

For some athletes, today was the last chance to take part in the Tokyo Olympics. They are too old,
too exhausted or too financially stretched to wait for another year.

One of them is 35-year-old Tetsuya Sotomura. When I met him on a sweltering afternoon earlier
this week he was still hard at it in a converted factory building in a north Tokyo suburb, flying high
into the air, spinning and tumbling on a massive trampoline.

Back in 2008 Tetsuya placed 4th at the Beijing Olympics, just missing a bronze medal. Since then
he's fought injury that put him out of London in 2012 and Rio in 2016. Tokyo was to be his last hur-
rah, a hometown Olympics to end his trampolining career on a high. But another year is just too
much.

"Back in 2008, if the Beijing Games had been postponed by a year I would have thought ok, it's an-
other year to train, another year to grow," he tells me. "But now I am 35. A year feels like a very
long time. So, I have decided retirement is the only option."

Nasa Mars rover: How Perse-
veraNce will HuNt for sigNs

of Past life
Nasa's Perseverance rover, due to launch to Mars this summer, will search an ancient crater lake
for signs of past life. But if biology ever emerged on the Red Planet, how will scientists recognise
it? Here, mission scientist Ken Williford explains what they're looking for.
Mars is hostile to life. It's too cold for water to stay liquid on the surface, and the thin atmosphere
lets through high levels of radiation, potentially sterilising the upper part of the soil.
But it wasn't always like this. Some 3.5 billion years ago or more, water with a near-neutral pH was
present on the surface. The water carved channels still visible today and pooled in impact craters.
A thicker carbon dioxide (CO2) atmosphere would have blocked more of the harmful radiation.
Water is a common ingredient in biology, so it seems plausible that ancient Mars once offered a
foothold for life.

Plastic pollution to weigh 1.3 bil-
lion tonnes by 2040

An estimated 1.3 billion tonnes of

plastic is destined for our environ-

ment – both land and water – by

2040, unless global action is

taken.

That’s according to a global pro-

jection of the scale of the prob-

lem over the next 20 years.

Dr Costas Velis from the Univer-

sity of Leeds said the number was

“staggering” but that we had “the technology and the opportunity to stem the tide”.

The report is published in the journal Science.

“This is the first comprehensive assessment of what the picture could be in 20 years time,” Dr Velis

explained. “It’s difficult to picture an amount that large, but if you could imagine laying out all that

plastic across a flat surface, it would cover the area of the UK 1.5 times.”

“It’s a complex model because plastic is everywhere and in every part of the world it’s different in

terms of how they use and deal with it. But our model tries to simplify that reality and come up with

the numbers.”

The teams’ calculations were based on tracking the production, use and disposal of plastic around

the world. The team then created a model to “forecast” future scenarios. The “business as usual”

scenario was based on the current trend of increasing plastic production and no significant change
in the amount of reuse and recycling.

Adjusting those parameters allowed the researchers to project how much of a difference interven-

tions would be – such as increased recycling, reducing production and replacing plastic with other

materials.

But even if “all feasible action” was taken, Dr Velis explained, the study projected that there would

be 710 million extra tonnes of plastic waste in the environment by 2040.

Revise Goa Budget, avoid as-
sembly nod now: Sardesai

Panaji, Jul 24 (PTI) The Goa Forward Party (GFP) has communicated to the assembly speaker that
passing of the Budget without a discussion in the House would amount to fraud on the people of
Goa".

The state government has convened a day-long session of the assembly on July 27 to pass the Bud-
get.

GFP chief Vijai Sardesai, in a letter to Speaker Rajesh Patnekar on Thursday, criticised the action
of Business Advisory Committee (BAC) to schedule passing of the Budget during the day-long ses-
sion.

I find it difficult to comprehend the attitude of the Chief Minister and the Government to bulldoze
various important bills without any discussion and without allowing any of the elected representa-
tive to apply his or her mind to issues concerned, especially as they are linked to the future of Goa,
Sardesai, an MLA, said in the letter.

The former minister alleged the BJP government appears to be denying members their right to
question it on various critical issues like response to COVID-19, the state of finances, destruction
of Goa''s environment and illegal land developments, among others.

It will be a fraud on the people of Goa to pass the Budget without discussion as it has been pre-
sented in the House.

"It is very clear that due to the pandemic and its social and economic effects, both revenue and ex-
penditure estimates of the budget will take a massive beating and approving these estimates with-
out discussion and revision will be a meaningless exercise, the GFP leader added.

A revised Budget can be passed after a thorough discussion at the next full-fledged session some-
time in November or December, the GFP leader said.

"In the meantime, the government should pass a vote-on -account (to fund short-term expenses)
for four months, he suggested.

Trump scraps Republican
convention in virus 'flare-up'

President Donald Trump has cancelled the Republican party conference in Florida, citing the

coronavirus “flare-up” as US scenarios passed 4 million.

“It really is not the appropriate time for that,” he mentioned, adding that he would even now give

a convention speech in a diverse form.

Some Republican delegates will still gather in Charlotte, North Carolina, the authentic venue for

the conference.

Mr Trump had moved section of the celebration to Florida since of social distancing principles in-
troduced by North Carolina.

At that 50 %-day celebration on 24 August, the president will be formally nominated by his party

to be its normal-bearer in November’s presidential election.

India will overtake Germany; Become 4th
largest economy in the world in 2026

India is expected to overtake Germany to become fourth-largest economy in 2026 and Ja-
pan to become third largest in 2034, according to a recent report by the UK-based Centre
for Economics and Business Research (CEBR). It further said India is also set to reach a
gross domestic product (GDP) of USD 5 trillion by 2026, 2 years later than the
government's target.
"India has decisively overtaken both France and the UK to become the world's fifth-larg-
est economy in 2019. It is expected to overtake Germany to become fourth largest in 2026
and Japan to become the third largest in 2034," the report, titled 'World Economic League
Table 2020', said.
Japan, Germany and India will battle for third position over the next 15 years, according
to the CEBR.
Referring to Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led government's target of taking the
economy to 5 USD trillion by 2024, it said, "India is also set to reach a GDP of USD 5 trillion
by 2026 - 2 years later than the current government target."
But, dark clouds gathering all over the economy are leading many to question the main-
tainability of the target.
Recently, former Reserve Bank governor C Rangarajan, said that at the current growth
rate, reaching the USD 5-trillion GDP target by 2024-25 is "simply out of question".

Law and order has surrendered before
'goons' in Uttar Pradesh: Priyanka

Gandhi
 New Delhi:  Hitting out at the

Yogi Adityanath government in Uttar
Pradesh over rising crime, Congress
leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on Fri-
day alleged that the law and order in
the state has "surrendered" before
goons and no one feels safe anywhere
Her attack over the UP government
came over the reported killing of a
man from Kanpur allegedly by his kid-
nappers even after ransom was paid.
Priyanka Gandhi said the law and or-
der in Uttar Pradesh has completely
collapsed.
After taking the life of common people, now public proclamations are being made about it, she
said, adding that be it home, road, office, no one feels safe anywhere.
"After Vikram Joshi, now abducted Sanjeet Yadav in Kanpur has been killed. The police got the
money paid to the kidnappers and he was killed as well. A new 'gundaraj' has come into being,"
Priyanka Gandhi said in a tweet in Hindi
"In this jungle raj, law and order has surrendered before the goons," she said
Priyanka Gandhi has been attacking the UP government over the state of law and order and the
rising crime in the state
The Congress had also slammed the government over the Vikas Dubey incident and the killing of
Ghaziabad-based journalist Vikram Joshi, who was shot in the head by some assailants
Joshi had lodged a complaint with the police alleging harassment of his niece on July 16, and was
attacked around 10.30 pm on Monday while he was returning home in Vijay Nagar area.

BMC restricts gathering for home installation
of Ganesh idols

The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation has said only five people should participate in arrival and
immersion processions of domestic Lord Ganesh idols during the Ganpati festival next month in
view of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The BMC, which is spearheading Mumbai's fight against coronavirus, made a special appeal to citi-
zens in this regard ahead of the festival to curb the spread of COVID-19 in the metropolis, which
has recorded more than 1 lakh cases and nearly 6,000 deaths so far.

Russian Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu could
visit India later this year: Indian envoy

NEW DELHI: Russian Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu could visit India towards the end of this
year as Delhi seeks to expand its traditional defence partnership with Moscow notwithstanding its
growing ties with USA, according to Indian envoy to Russia D Bala Venkatesh Varma.

“...Russia has demonstrated understanding of India's position on the border issue and supported a
bilateral dialogue between India and China aimed at resolving problems. And we are completely
satisfied with the progress of our military-technical cooperation with Russia and the rapid delivery
of weapons, so we look forward to the visit of Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu to India towards the
end of this year,” Varma told in an interview with leading Russian language newspaper Izvestia on
Thursday.

Russia has assured India defence supplies amid stand off with China.

When asked about impact of Indo-USA ties on Delhis traditional partnership with Russia, the en-
voy said, “India has a strategic partnership with the United States and cooperation on global issues.
But India pursues an independent foreign policy. We have never joined any alliance and will not do
so in future. We take independent decisions regarding defense procurement, and I see no contra-
diction between further development ofIndia's defense relations with Russia and those with the
United States. B ..

On the recent Sino-Indian standoff, Varma noted, “India and China are negotiating through diplo-
matic and military channels about the situation on the Line of Actual Control in the border areas
between the two countries. In particular, Indian Foreign Minister Subramanyam Jaishankar and
National Security Adviser Ajit Doval have conducted talks with their Chinese counterparts.“

“At the same time, while India seeks to resolve these problems through dialogue, we have made it
clear that we will not do business with China as usual until there is a complete disengagement of
military forces along the Line of Actual Control and de-escalation in the border areas in accordance
with bilateral agreements and protocols. As Prime Minister Modi noted, this is an era of develop-
ment, and the era of expansion has come to an end.”

Reliance emerges as a threat
for firms like Amazon, Walmart

A $20 billion fund raising spree may take India’s Reliance closer to its dream of becoming a digital
giant, further threatening the ambitious plans U.S. companies like Amazon, Walmart and Zoom
have for India.

Stake sales in Reliance’s digital unit Jio Platforms attracted not just private equity and sovereign
wealth funds but also Google and Facebook, a strong endorsement for an enterprise that until a
few years ago focussed largely on oil refining.

Some industry watchers equate Reliance’s digital plans - which extend from online shopping and
cloud computing to telecom and digital payments - to China’s Alibaba and Tencent , companies Re-

liance itself calls “global peers”.

Reliance has a track record of disrupting rival businesses. With cheap smartphones and data plans,
its telecom venture Jio has in four years dethroned market leaders Vodafone Idea and Bharti Airtel
to become the largest telecom operator in India.

Politics and Elections
Political elections are often described as the largest and most complex logistical operation a coun-
try undertakes in peacetime. While Election Management Bodies are expected to conduct elec-
tions that are free, fair and transparent to all stakeholders, they face increasing difficulties in han-
dling the different phases of the electoral process.
By offering an end-to-end election modernization solution to automate election operations, Scytl
helps Election Management Bodies reduce risks and costs, maximize productivity, increase effi-
ciency, enhance transparency and standardize the election workflow. Our extensive experience
worldwide also provides us with the capability to adapt to existing infrastructure, overcome con-
straints and language barriers, as well as to accompany Election Management Bodies step by step
in their electoral modernization projects.

The Challenges Facing the Eurozone
The current public health crisis has become a major challenge for European econo-
mies. It particularly affects countries in the southern part of the eurozone, as they are
still suffering from the effects of the euro debt crisis of 2009-12. In the absence of a
convincing fiscal policy response from the European Union or the eurozone, the Eu-
ropean Central Bank (ECB) has once again stepped in to stabilize the common cur-
rency.
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By : D.S. Rajput (editor Develop India)
To start each of the new decade is always a
moment to look back and forward to reflect on
important developments, challenges and
opportunities. Standoff with China India
should take advantage this situation and
capture their lost parts with Pakistan and
China. Secure their maritime boundaries with
carefully in Indian Ocean.

This is new world order where, you should take
some strong steps that will decide next coming
years that have power to lead the world.

In the current time India should strong their
military power with new technologies and
strong their economy with manufacturing hub
as well as make export based economy. World
is ready for India to support and now India to
be stand yourself to lead the world.

This type of opportunities knock door to USA,
Europe in 19th and 20th Century now in the
second decade of 21st century for Asia
especially for India.

We observe that international trade expanding
rapidly during the 1990s. The integration of
China (WTO member in 2001) and Eastern Europe
(fall of Berlin Wall 1989) into the world economy
were transformative events and started a new
process of globalisation driven by global value
chains and a fragmentation of production across
countries. At the same time, in the early 1990s,
India unlocked its economy to the world by
lowering its tariff rates. Since the early 1990s,
the participation of India in the world economy
has risen substantially and today India has
become a major factor in the global economy.

The period of 1990-2007 as a period of fast
globalisation, and many countries, including
India and the Netherlands, benefited
enormously from the advantages of global
trade and investment—access to new markets,
greater specialisation opportunities, the
increased ability to exploit economies of scale
and scope and faster transmission of
technology and innovation. But we also should
not forget the advantage of greater competitive
pressure on domestic firms to increase their
productivity.

Since the global economic crisis of 2008, growth
of global trade has slowed. The decennium of
the 2010s first saw a slowdown in global trade as
a result of the crisis. More recently we saw a
huge change in policies—a rise of protectionism
and a crisis in multilateral trade policies.

In recent years we have seen a surge in trade-
restricting measures and an erosion of the rules-
based global trading system. Coupled with rising
government support across a range of sectors, this
induced disruptions in global and regional value
chains and reallocations of activities across
countries. In fact, we have entered a period of de-
globalisation. Global trade as a percentage of
GDP is going down and global trade growth
seems to have turned negative in 2019. Also,
Indian exports as a percentage of the GDP has
been going down since the late 2000s and India
has seen a decline in global value chain
integration since 2013.

Two recent studies (OECD Economic Survey of
India, December 2019, and the World
Development Report 2020 from the World Bank)
make clear that India has many opportunities
to benefit from an enhanced participation in
the world economy and from a higher
participation in global and regional supply
chains. It can boost growth, create jobs and
reduce poverty. It would very much contribute to
the success of the ‘Make in India’ initiative.

Though unlocking the Indian economy to the
world economy during a process of de-
globalisation is not an easy task, India’s
current position in the global economy offers
opportunities to strengthen itself even in a
more fragmented global economy.

A first opportunity is the so-called
“servicification” of manufacturing. Services are
increasingly essential for the competitiveness
of manufacturing as product differentiation,
speed to market and responsiveness to
changing consumer preferences gain
prominence even for low-end manufactured
products. India has a unique selling point in
the global market—a comparative advantage in
services. India has run a trade surplus in
services since the early 2000s.

To work on the ‘Make in India’ strategy, India is
developing its industrial base and attracting
export-oriented manufacturing investment. The
service sector should play a key role in
strengthening the ability of manufacturing and
help improve their position in global markets.

A second opportunity for India is to become the
‘food factory’ of the world. India is among the top
producers of many agricultural products, but there
is a huge potential to increase exports. India
should deepen its international trade cooperation
in agriculture by reducing tariff and non-tariff
barriers, especially lowering trade barriers for
inputs. At the same time, many distortions in
agricultural markets on the national level should
be addressed, like improving warehousing,
infrastructure and cold storage. And India has to
adapt its agricultural sector to the different and
changing climate zones.

A third opportunity is the role India could play
as a leading nation in the architecture of global
markets. We see weakening of multilateralism
and the inability of the global trading system to
adapt to new technological changes to address
concerns on the use of industrial subsidies and
the role of state-owned enterprises in
international markets and to deal with
differences in development between WTO
members and their WTO obligations.
Sustaining the rules-based multilateral system
is key. To address the challenges in the
multilateral trade system it is important to
have a common understanding of the tensions
and conflicts. This requires an in-depth
analysis and debate between WTO members
on the source of the problems, on the
ineffectiveness of the WTO to address them and
on long-term solutions. The G20 gives an
excellent opportunity for having this
fundamental debate on a sort of a re-
engineering of the multilateral trade
architecture. India, as one of the most
important global players and having the G20
presidency in 2022, can play a major role in
organising this debate.

There is room for India to deepen its
relationship with the global economy. Even if
India would act alone on reducing trade
barriers, it would give benefits in terms of
growth and employment. And we all could
benefit from a strong role of India as a leading
nation in the G20. A role focused on improving
and strengthening the global trade architecture.

To be sure, the shock wreaked by the pandemic
and extended lockdowns on the global and
Indian economy – with a lot of uncertainty still
over how long or deep – might wear off over
time. But some things would have changed
forever. For a start, the way we work and do
bus iness .

Global supply chains will be re-wired. With
worldwide lockdowns hitting sectors such as
electronics and auto hardest, newer supply
chains are being forged in other parts of the
globe, beyond China.

That would only telescope a trend that had
already begun, of shifting manufacturing out of
China, particularly for low value-add industries,
what with labour becoming costlier and trade
tensions with the US escalating.

In the new order, some firms may contemplate
moving on-shore and automating to cut labour
costs. Others might consider staying in the
Asian region, which provides benefits of low
cost labour, favourable agreements with trade
partners, better access to resources or raw
materials, and proximity to consumers.

India might have a lot going for it: a
consumption-driven economy with a large
domestic market, relatively faster growth, young
demographics, abundant labour supply at
reasonable cost, and proximity to rest of Asia
but it needs much more than that to become a
serious investment destination.

India as an emerging
superpower

By : C.S. Rajput
India is considered one of the emerging
superpowers of the world. This potential is
attributed to several indicators, the primary
ones being its demographic trends and a
rapidly expanding economy. In 2015, India
became the world’s fastest growing economy.
With all the developments and Governmental
effort India is moving very fast towards the
future.

The country must overcome many economic,
social, and political problems before it can be
considered a superpower. It is also not yet as
influential on the international stage when
compared to the United States and former
Soviet Union.
India lies in the cultural region of the Indian
Ocean - a zone with unprecedented potential for
growth in the scale of transoceanic commerce,
with many Eurasian and increasingly Afro-Asian
sea-trade routes passing through or close to
Indian territorial waters. The subcontinent’s
land and water resources, though strained, are
still sustaining its massive population.
According to George Curzon, 1st Marquess
Curzon of Kedleston of the British Empire.

The central position of India, its magnificent
resources, its teeming multitude of men, its
great trading harbours, its reserve of military
strength, supplying an army always in a high
state of efficiency and capable of being hurled
at a moment’s notice upon any point either of
Asia or Africa—all these are assets of precious
value. On the West, India must exercise a
predominant influence over the destinies of
Persia and Afghanistan; on the north, it can veto
any rival in Tibet; on the north-east . . . it can
exert great pressure upon China, and it is one of
the guardians of the autonomous existence of
Siam (Kingdom of Thailand). Possession of
India gave the British Empire its global reach.

In the future, the world is expected to exit the
“fossil fuel age” and perhaps the “nuclear
energy age”, and enter the “renewable-energy
age” or even further into the “fusion power age”,
if and whenever these technologies become
economically sustainable. Being a region in the
sunny tropical belt, the Indian subcontinent
could greatly benefit from a renewable energy
trend, as it has the ideal combination of both -
high solar insolation and a big consumer base
density.

 For example, considering the costs of energy
consumed for temperature control (a major
factor influencing a region’s energy intensity)
and the fact that - cooling load requirements,
unlike heating, are roughly in phase with the
sun’s intensity, cooling from the excessive solar
radiation could make great energetic (and
hence economic) sense in the subcontinent,
whenever the required technology becomes
competitively cheaper. India also has 25% of
the world’s thorium resources.

India has the world’s second largest
population. The PGR for the country is 1.1. A very
large number of India’s population, about 50%,
is below the age group of 24. This provides the
nation with a large workforce for many decades,
helping in its growth.

Due to its high birth rate, India has a young
population compared to more developed
nations. It has approximately 65% of its
population below the age of 35. In addition,
declining fertility is beginning to reduce the
youth dependency rate which may produce a
demographic dividend. In the coming decades,
while some of the powerful nations will
witness a decrease in workforce numbers, India
is expected to have an increase. For example,
while Europe is well past its demographic
window, the United States entered its own in
1970 (lasting until 2015), China entered its own
in 1990 (and will last until 2025), India entered
its own in 2010 (and it will last until 2050). In the
words of Indian Scholar Rejaul Karim Laskar,
when greying population will be seen
inhibiting economic growth of major countries,
India will be brimming with youthful energy.
Regionally, South Asia is supposed to maintain
the youngest demographic profile after Africa
and the Middle East, with the window extending
up to the 2070s.

More than 35 million Indians live across the
globe. Under fair opportunities, they have
become socio-economically successful—

India to be lead the world especially in the US and the UK where they are
the highest earning ethnic demographic.

The importance of the English language in the
21st century is a topic of debate, nonetheless
the growing pool of non-native English
speakers makes it the best contender for
“Global language” status. Incidentally, India
has the world’s largest English speaking/
understanding population. It claims one of the
largest workforces of engineers, doctors and
other key professionals, all comfortable with
English. It has the 2nd largest population of
“fluent English” speakers, second only to the
United States, with estimates ranging from 150
to 250 million speakers, and is expected to have
the largest in coming decades. Indians are also
learning Dutch, Italian, French, Japanese,
Korean, Mandarin Chinese, Russian, German,
and Spanish.

India is the world’s largest democratic republic,
four times bigger than the next largest (the
United States). It has so far been successful
politically, especially considering its
functionality despite its difficult ethnic
composition. The fact that India is a democracy
has improved its relations with other
democratic nations and significantly improved
its ties with the majority of the nations in the
developed world.

India has been pressing for permanent
membership of the United Nations Security
Council (as part of the G4 nations) but with a
clause that it won’t exercise its veto for the next
15 years. It has received backing from United
States, France, Russia, and the United Kingdom.
However, China’s stand remains unclear.

The economy of India is currently the world’s
third largest in terms of real GDP (PPP) after the
United States of America and the People’s
Republic of China. According to the World Bank,
India overtook China to become the fastest-
growing major economy in the world as of 2015.
Its record growth was in the third quarter of
2003, when it grew higher than any other
emerging economy at 10.4%. Estimates by the
IMF show that in 2011 (see List of countries by
future GDP estimates (PPP)), India became the
third largest economy in the world, overtaking
the Japanese economy and the Fifth largest
economy by GDP (Nominal). India has grown at
7.5% in 2015.

India’s Primary sector growing at 9% per year, is
the world’s second largest producer of food next
to China. Food processing accounts for USD 69.4
billion as gross income.

India Secondary sector is still relatively a small
player in manufacturing when compared to
many world leaders. Some new trends suggest
an improvement in the future, since the
manufacturing sector is growing at 11-12%.

India Tertiary and quaternary sector currently
has an expanding IT industry which is
considered one of the best in the world. Some
have begun to describe India as a technology
superpower. It is considered the World’s Office
and is leading in the Services Industry. This is
mainly due to the availability of a large pool of
highly skilled, low cost, English speaking
workforce.

India is trying to develop more highly skilled,
English speaking people to fit in the future
knowledge economy. India is becoming one of
the world’s leading producers of computer
software and with mushrooming R&D centres it
is experiencing a steady revolution in science
and technology. A typical example of India’s
rising scientific endeavours is that it was the
3rd nation to found a National Space Agency
called ISRO, after the USSR and the U.S. It was
the third Asian nation to send satellites into
space after China and Japan in 1970, starting
with Aryabhata in 1975. In January 2007, India
became the fourth nation to complete
atmospheric reentry In October 2008, India
launched its first unmanned lunar probe,
Chandrayaan 1, which operated until August
2009. On 14 November 2008, the Moon Impact
Probe separated from the Chandrayaan orbiter
at 20:06 and was deliberately made to strike the
Moon near the south pole, making India the
fourth country to reach the Moon’s surface.
Among its many achievements was the discovery
of the widespread presence of water molecules
in lunar soil. On 24 September 2014 India
became the fourth nation to have a satellite
orbiting Mars. India is the first Asian nation to
achieve this and the first to do so in its first try.
India and the United States have increased
mutual co-operation in space-travel related
technologies, such as increasing the
interoperability between Indian and US
systems, and prospects for a commercial space
launch agreement with India that would allow
US satellites to be launched on Indian vehicles.
India is among the world leaders in remote
sensing, a technology coming to great use,
among others, to Indian fishermen & farmers.
India is also trying to join international R&D
projects - e.g. it has recently joined the
European Galileo GPS Projec and the ITER for
fusion energy club. India also holds a world
record for placing 104 satellites in orbit by
single launch.India recently launched
chandrayaan 2 mission to moon which had
included a lander and rover. It also has a
planned space mission(Indian Human
spaceflight) to send a human to space by 2022.
Some Indian educational and research
institutions like IIT, IISER, NIT, IIIT, BITS Pilani,
IIM, IISc, TIFR and AIIMS are among the world’s
best .

To reduce the energy crisis, India is presently
constructing  9 civilian nuclear power reactors
and several hydro-power stations. On 25 January
2007, Russian president Vladimir Putin offered
to build 4 more reactors on a visit to India, and
India is expected to clinch this deal of
strategical importance. Recently, it also made a
civilian nuclear energy deal with the US and EU.
In recent years, India joined China to launch a
vigorous campaign to acquire oil fields around
the world and now has stake in several oil
fields (in the Middle East and Russia).

India is in the process of developing modern
mass rapid transit systems to replace its
existing system which is seen as inadequate to
cater to present and future urban requirements.
A modern metro rail system is already in place
in the cities of Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai,
Bangalore, Kolkata, Hyderabad, Kochi, Gurgaon,
Jaipur and Lucknow .

The Indian tourism and hospitality industry has
emerged as one of the key drivers of growth
among the services sector in India. India, with
its diverse and fascinating history, arts, music,

and culture, spiritual & social models has
witnessed the growth of a booming tourism
industry. India is a historic place with a diverse
history of over five millennia. About 3.9 million
tourists travelled to India in 2005, each
spending approximately $1,470 per person,
higher than that of France (the leading tourist
destination in the world). Foreign visitors in
2005 spent more than US $15.4 billion annually
in India.

Tourism in India has significant potential
considering the rich cultural and historical
heritage, variety in ecology, terrains and places
of natural beauty spread across the country.
Tourism is also a potentially large employment
generator besides being a significant source of
foreign exchange for the country. As of 2019, 4.2
crore jobs were created in the tourism sector in
India, which was 8.1 per cent of the total
employment in the country. The number is
expected to rise by two per cent annum to 52.3
million jobs by 2028.

According to WTTC, India ranked third among 185
countries in terms of travel and tourism’s total
contribution to GDP in 2018. India ranked 34 in
the Travel and Tourism Competitiveness Report
2019 published by the World Economic Forum.

India was globally the third largest in terms of
investment in travel and tourism with an inflow
of US$ 45.7 billion in 2018, accounting for 5.9 per
cent of the total investment in the country.

Ministry of Tourism launched Dekho Apna Desh
webinar series to provide information on many
destinations and sheer depth and expanse on
the culture and heritage of India.

Ministry of Tourism launched Audio Guide
facility App called Audio Odigos for 12 sites in
India (including iconic sites).

Prime Minister, Mr Narendra Modi urged people
to visit 15 domestic tourist destinations in
India by 2022.
Statue of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, also known
as ‘Statue of Unity’, was inaugurated in October
2018. It is the highest standing statue in the
world at a height of 182 metre. It is expected to
boost the tourism sector in the country and put
it on the world tourism map. Statue of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, the total revenue generated
till November 2019 stood at Rs 82.51 crore (US$
11.81 million).

Government of India is working to achieve one
per cent share in world’s international tourist
arrivals by 2020 and 2 per cent share by 2025.

Under Budget 2020-21, the Government of India
has allotted Rs 1,200 crore (US$ 171.70 million)
for development of tourist circuits under
Swadesh Darshan for eight Northeast states.

Under Budget 2020-21, the Government of India
has allotted Rs 207.55 crore (US$ 29.70 million)
for development of tourist circuits under
PRASHAD scheme.

In 2019, Government reduced GST on hotel
rooms with tariffs of Rs 1,001 (US$ 14.32) to Rs
7,500 (US$ 107.31) per night to 12 per cent and
those above Rs 7,501 (US$ 107.32) to 18 per cent
to increase India’s competitiveness as a
tourism destination.

In September 2019, Japan joined a band of
Asian countries, including Taiwan and Korea
among others, to enter India’s tourism market.

The Indian Armed Forces, India’s main defence
organisation, consists of two main branches:
the core Military of India and the Indian
Paramilitary Forces. The Military of India
maintains the largest active duty force in the
world as of 2020, while the Indian Paramilitary
Forces, over a million strong, is the second
largest paramilitary force in the world.
Combined, the total armed forces of India are
2,414,700 strong, the world’s third largest
defence force.

The Army of India, as the Indian army was
called under British rule before 1947, played a
crucial role in checking the advance of Imperial
Japan into South Asia during World War II. It
also played a leading role in the liberation of
Bangladesh in 1971. Today, the Indian Army is
the world’s largest army in total numbers of
armed personnel.

The Indian Air Force is the fourth largest air
force in the world. India recently inducted its
second indigenously manufactured combat
aircraft. India is also developing the fifth
generation stealth aircraft.

The Indian Navy is the world’s fifth largest navy.
It is considered to have blue-water capabilities
with sophisticated missile-capable warships,
aircraft carrier, minesweepers, advanced
submarines and the latest aircraft in its
inventory, along with a significant use of state
of the art technology that is indigenously
manufactured. It operates one aircraft carrier
and also plans to induct the INS V ikrant by 2020
followed by a larger INS V ishal.
India started the Integrated Guided Missile
Development Program (IGMDP) to be a self-
reliant nation in missile development. The
IGMDP program includes five missiles like the
Prithvi and Agni of ballistic missiles, surface to
air missiles Trishul and Akash and also the anti
tank Nag missile. Prithvi and Agni missiles are
inducted into the armed forces and form the
basis of Indian nuclear second strike
capability. Trishul missile is declared a
technology demonstrator. The Akash (Sky) is in
service with the Indian Army and the Indian Air
Force. While Nag and Helina missiles are
undergoing user trials. Recently, a new
weapons system, the beyond visual range air-
to-air Astra missile was added to the project.
Also India has fielded many modern missiles
like the anti ballistic missiles like the AAD and
PAD along with submarine launched ballistic
missiles for its Arihant class of nuclear
ballistic submarines. The expertise in
developing these missiles has helped Indian
scientists to contribute to joint weapon
development programs like the Brahmos and
Barak-II. India is also developing long range
cruise missiles similar to the Tomahawk class
of missiles called Nirbhay. There are reports of
India developing an intercontinental ballistic
missile beyond the range of ten thousand
kilometres. India is self-reliant in missile
technology.

India has possessed nuclear weapons since
1974, when it did the Pokharan I nuclear tests,
and the means to deliver them over long
distances. The Pokhran-II tests were a series of
five nuclear bomb test explosions conducted by
India at the Indian Army’s Pokhran Test Range in
May 1998. It was the second instance of nuclear
testing conducted by India; the first test, code-

named Smiling Buddha, was conducted in May
1974.
Although India has not released any official
statements about the size of its nuclear
arsenal, recent estimates suggest that India
has 140-150 nuclear weapons and has produced
enough weapons-grade plutonium for up to
150–200 nuclear weapons. In 1999, India was
estimated to have 800 kg of separated reactor-
grade plutonium, with a total amount of 8,300 kg
of civilian plutonium, enough for approximately
1,000 nuclear weapons.

However, India is not a signatory to the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (on grounds of security
concerns and that India condemns the NPT as
discriminatory).

India is currently world’s 2nd largest arms
importer as of end of 2019, spending an
estimated US$16.97 billion in 2004. India has
made military technology deals with the
Russian Federation, the U.S., Israel and the EU.

India is one of two ancient civilisations, dating
back to at least 5,000 years, which have stood
the test of time and survived against all odds.
Indians invented the numbering system
(introduced into the West by Arabic
mathematicians, Arabic numerals), the concept
of zero, logic, geometry, basic algebra, calculus,
probability, astronomy etc. India has a long
history of cultural dialogue with many regions
of the world, especially within Asia, where its
cultural influence has spread through the
philosophy of religions like Jainism, Buddhism,
Hinduism, Sikhism, etc. - particularly in East and
Southeast Asia. Many religions with origins
outside the Indian subcontinent - Islam,
Christianity, Judaism, Zoroastrianism, Bahá’í
Faith - have found followers in India.

According to consensus in modern genetics,
anatomically modern humans first arrived on
the Indian subcontinent from Africa between
73,000 and 55,000 years ago. However, the
earliest known human remains in South Asia
date to 30,000 years ago. Settled life, which
involves the transition from foraging to farming
and pastoralism, began in South Asia around
7,000 BCE. At the site of Mehrgarh, Balochistan,
Pakistan, presence can be documented of the
domestication of wheat and barley, rapidly
followed by that of goats, sheep, and cattle. By
4,500 BCE, settled life had spread more widely,
and began to gradually evolve into the Indus
Valley Civilization, an early civilization of the
Old world, which was contemporaneous with
Ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia. This
civilization flourished between 2,500 BCE and
1900 BCE in what today is Pakistan and north-
western India and was noted for its urban
planning, baked brick houses, elaborate
drainage, and water supply.

In the early second millennium BCE, persistent
drought caused the population of the Indus
Valley to scatter from large urban centres to
villages. Around the same time, Indo-Aryan
tribes moved into the Punjab from regions
further northwest in several waves of migration.
The resulting Vedic period was marked by the
composition of the Vedas, large collections of
hymns of these tribes whose postulated
religious culture, through synthesis with the
preexisting religious cultures of the
subcontinent, gave rise to Hinduism. The caste
system, which created a hierarchy of priests,
warriors, and free peasants, but excluded
indigenous peoples by labeling their
occupations impure, arose later during this
period. Towards the end of this period, around
600 BCE, after the pastoral and nomadic Indo-
Aryans spread from the Punjab into the Gangetic
plain, large swaths of which they deforested to
pave way for agriculture, a second urbanisation
took place. The small Indo-Aryan chieftaincies,
or janapadas, were consolidated into larger
states, or mahajanapadas. The urbanisation
was accompanied by the rise of new ascetic
movements in Greater Magadha, including
Jainism and Buddhism, which opposed the
growing influence of Brahmanism and the
primacy of rituals, presided by Brahmin priests,
that had come to be associated with Vedic
religion, and gave rise to new religious
concepts.
Most of the Indian subcontinent was conquered
by the Maurya Empire, during the 4th and 3rd
centuries BCE. From the 3rd century BCE onwards,
Prakrit and Pali literature in the north and the
Tamil Sangam literature in southern India
started to flourish. In the 3rd century BCE, Wootz
steel originated in south India and was
exported to foreign countries. During the
Classical period, various parts of India were
ruled by numerous dynasties for the next 1,500
years, among which the Gupta Empire stands
out. This period, witnessing a Hindu religious
and intellectual resurgence, is known as the
classical or Golden Age of India. During this

period, many aspects of Indian civilisation,
administration, culture, and religion (Hinduism
and Buddhism) spread to much of Asia, while
kingdoms in southern India began to have
maritime business links with the Middle East
and the Mediterranean. Indian cultural
influence spread over many parts of Southeast
Asia, which led to the establishment of
Indianised kingdoms in Southeast Asia
(Greater India).

The most significant event between the 7th and
11th centuries was the Tripartite struggle
centred on Kannauj that lasted for more than
two centuries between the Pala Empire,
Rashtrakuta Empire, and Gurjara-Pratihara
Empire. Southern India saw the rise of multiple
imperial powers from the middle of the fifth
century, most notably the Chalukya, Chola,
Pallava, Chera, Pandyan, and Western Chalukya
Empires. The Chola dynasty conquered southern
India and successfully invaded parts of
Southeast Asia, Sri Lanka, the Maldives, and
Bengal in the 11th century. In the early medieval
period, Indian mathematics, including Hindu
numerals, influenced the development of
mathematics and astronomy in the Arab world.

Islamic conquests made limited inroads into
modern Afghanistan and Sindh as early as the
8th century, followed by the invasions of
Mahmud Ghazni. The Delhi Sultanate was
founded in 1206 CE by Central Asian Turks who
ruled a major part of the northern Indian
subcontinent in the early 14th century, but
declined in the late 14th century, and saw the
advent of the Deccan Sultanates. The wealthy
Bengal Sultanate also emerged as a regional
and diplomatic power, lasting over three
centuries. This period saw the emergence of
several powerful Hindu states, notably
Vijayanagara, Gajapati, and Ahom, as well as
Rajput states, such as Mewar. The 15th century
saw the advent of Sikhism. The early modern
period began in the 16th century, when the
Mughal Empire conquered most of the Indian
subcontinent, becoming the biggest global
economy and manufacturing power, with a
nominal GDP that valued a quarter of world GDP,
superior to the combination of Europe’s GDP.
The Mughals suffered a gradual decline in the
early 18th century, which provided opportunities
for the Marathas, Sikhs, Mysoreans, and
Nawabs of Bengal to exercise control over large
regions of the Indian subcontinent.

From the mid-18th century to the mid-19th
century, large regions of India were gradually
annexed by the East India Company, a chartered
company, acting as a sovereign power on behalf
of the British government. Dissatisfaction with
the Company rule in India led to the Indian
Rebellion of 1857, which rocked parts of north
and central India, and led to the dissolution of
the company. India was afterward ruled directly
by the British Crown, in the British Raj. After
World War I, a nationwide struggle for
independence was launched by the Indian
National Congress, led by Mahatma Gandhi,
and noted for nonviolence. Later, the All-India
Muslim League would advocate for a separate
Muslim-majority nation-state. The British
Indian Empire was partitioned in August 1947
into the Dominion of India and Dominion of
Pakistan, each gaining its independence.

India has a multi-ethnic, multi-lingual and
multi-religious society (Unity in diversity of
world view) living together. The subcontinent’s
long and diverse history has given it a unique
eclectic culture. It is often associated with
spirituality. Thanks to its history of both
indigenous and foreign influences - like the
ancient Indian religions (Buddhism, Hinduism,
Jainism and Sikhism) and the ancient Middle
East Asian schools of thought (Abrahamic -
Islam, Christianity, Judaism etc.) - the current
Indian civilizational psyche is evolving into a
complex mix of them - sometimes a
superposition of religious philosophies with
acceptance of the conflicting cosmologies,
sometimes striking a middle ground, and
sometimes taking the practical attitude -
popular with the young - of “filtering the
common best, and leaving the rest”, thus
leading to the creation of many syncretic mix of
faiths (such as Sai Baba of Shirdi). Since
Independence, India has regained its more
progressive schools of thought, like -
democracy, secularism, rule of law, esteem for
human rights, rational deductive reasoning,
development of Science and Technology, etc. -
are making slow but steady inroads into the
collective modern Indian psyche. India’s
diversity forces it to evolve strong foundations
of tolerance and pluralism, or face break-up.
The Indian public is now also accepting modern
western influences in their society and media -
and what is emerging is a confluence of its past
local culture with the new western culture
(“Social Globalisation”).
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The 'i' in iPhone 11 now Stands for
India-made: Apple for the First Time
makes a top-of-the-line Model in the

Country
KOLKATA: Apple has started making its flagship iPhone 11 at the Foxconn plant near

Chennai, the first time it’s manufactured a top-of-the-line model in the country, marking a boost
for the government’s Make in India initiative.

Production will be stepped up in phases and Apple may consider exporting the India-made iPhone
11, reducing its dependence on China, two senior industry executives said.

The company hasn’t cut prices as it also sells iPhone 11 handsets made in China in India but indus-
try executives said that could be an option later on. Local production saves Apple 22% import duty.

Apple is said to be considering a plan to make the new iPhone SE at the Wistron plant near
Bengaluru, the executives said. The unit used to produce the earlier iPhone SE, which was been
withdrawn.

The latest move marks the growing localisation of Apple’s manufacturing in the country, where it’s
keen to take advantage of benefits under the government’s production linked incentive (PLI)
scheme. The move also helps expand Apple’s production base beyond China at a time when Sino-
US ties have soured, an executive said.

Apple India didn’t respond to queries.

ET had earlier reported that Apple plans to expand manufacturing in India. Another of its contract
manufacturers, Pegatron, recently registered a subsidiary in the country.

Of the three new models Apple launched in September, the iPhone 11 is the biggest seller in India.
Supplies of the locally made device have already reached stores, said the people cited above. Apple
makes two other handset models in the country — the iPhone XR at the Foxconn plant and the
iPhone 7 at the Wistron factory.

Future court rooms to look
different; tech may replace fresh-
out-of-college lawyers at entry level
NEW DELHI: Enhanced use of technology is likely to be among the most disruptive changes in
the legal profession over the next ten years, accord-
ing to a survey of legal professionals released on
Thursday. Commissioned by Gurgaon-based BML
Munjal University School of Law and legal search
and consulting firm Vahura together, the survey
covered more than 200 legal professionals.
The survey titled "Decoding the Next - Gen Legal
Professional" was undertaken to understand law
practitioners' perspective of the practice of law and
the skills required of lawyers in the rapidly trans-
forming legal environment in India.
Over 90 per cent of the respondents, who are practising lawyers, foresee an increasing use of
digitisation and technology innovations over the next ten years as the most disruptive change to
sweep the sector, the survey concluded.
The survey found that the technology solutions in the legal space may replace some human roles
at the entry-level by way of automating repetitive and standardised work but are expected to aug-
ment others such as reviewing documents more efficiently.

Last Qantas 747 jet says
goodbye with 'flying kangaroo'

in sky
The plane bound for retirement in the Mojave Desert made the special sign for one
last time before leaving Australian airspace. The pilots traced the shape of the
company's logo in the flight path before the jet
continued on its final journey.
Australia’s national airline Qantas bid farewell to the last
Boeing 747-400 aircraft in its fleet, and to mark the occa-
sion, the aircraft was used to carve a special message in
the sky with its flight path. After taking off from the
Sydney Airport for Los Angeles, the airline’s pilot charted
a flight path to draw the company’s iconic kangaroo sym-
bol in the sky.
The plane, that is bound for retirement in the Mojave
Desert, drew the special sign before leaving Australian airspace.
“The final 747-400 in the fleet (registration VH-OEJ) will depart Sydney at 2pm as flight number
QF7474, bringing to an end five decades of history-making moments for the national carrier and
aviation in Australia,” the company said in a statement.

Facebook Messenger introduces app
lock and new privacy settings

Privacy is at the heart of Messenger – where you can be yourself with the people who matter most

to you, whether that’s through a message, video chat, call or a Messenger Room. Today, we’re an-

nouncing new privacy and security features that give you more control.

New Privacy Features: App Lock and Privacy Settings:
App Lock lets you add another layer of security to your private messages and helps prevent other
people from accessing them. This optional feature gives you the confidence to know that if a friend
or family member needs to borrow your phone, they won’t be able to access your chats.
App Lock uses your device’s privacy settings like fingerprint or face authentication to unlock the
Messenger app, and your touch or face ID is not transmitted to or stored by Facebook. The feature
is available today on iPhone and iPad and will come to Android in the next few months.
You can find this feature in the new Privacy settings section. The Privacy section makes it easy to
access settings and features like the audience for your stories, muted stories and blocked people.
App Lock and the Privacy section let you tailor your experience and choose settings that work best
for you. We’re always working to give you more control over your privacy, so as we introduce more
privacy features, you’ll have this centralized place to find them.

BSF man held for links with trans-border
smugglers dismissed

One 9 mm pistol along with two magazines, 80 rounds and two
rounds of 12 bore rifle were seized from him.
A BSF constable, who was apprehended in Jammu and Kashmir’s Samba sector for alleged links

with trans-border smugglers and “anti-national elements”, has been dismissed from service, the

force said.

Sumit Kumar of Punjab’s Gurdaspur district was held by the BSF on July 11 following inputs by

Punjab Police. One 9 mm pistol along with two magazines, 80 rounds and two rounds of 12 bore

rifle were seized from him.

A BSF spokesperson said a departmental court of enquiry was held against Kumar soon after his ar-

rest and he was handed over to Punjab Police for further investigation, and a case was registered

against him at Katarpur police station in Jalandhar Rural under IPC Sections 302, 506, 34, 120B,

212 and 216 besides Section 24/25/59 of the Arms Act and Section 29/61/85 of the NDPS Act.

Serum Institute of India CEO: ‘We
plan to make millions of doses of
Covid vaccine over three months’

Serum Institute CEO Adar Poonawalla speaks to The Indian Express about their
efforts to develop Covid-19 vaccines:
Serum Institute of India Pvt Ltd, the world’s largest vaccine manufacturer by the
number of doses produced and sold globally (more than 1.5 billion doses), has
partnered with AstraZeneca to support efforts for a vaccine against Covid-19. It has
also got the DCGI go-ahead to manufacture its own indigenously developed pneu-
mococcal vaccine. Serum Institute CEO Adar Poonawalla speaks to Anuradha
Mascarenhas about their efforts to develop these vaccines.
How long will it take for a vaccine against Covid-19 to be made available?
It will be a long time before everyone gets a vaccine because of the number of
doses that needs to be administered. This includes challenges in administering the
doses in all parts of the world and it may not necessarily mean that the first vaccine
that is licensed is the best one. There are many different scientific approaches be-
ing taken to make the Covid-19 vaccine and we will have to wait and see which is
the best vaccine to be given to the world.

South Korea launches first military
satellite

Seoul: South Korea’s first-ever military communications satellite has been successfully launched by
private operator SpaceX, Seoul said, as it looks to build up its defence capabilities.
The Anasis-II is intended to enhance the South’s ability to defend itself against the nuclear-armed
North, which invaded in 1950.
A Falcon 9 rocket carrying the satellite blasted off on Monday from Cape Canaveral Air Force Sta-
tion in Florida, Seoul’s Defence Acquisition Programme Administration (Dapa) said yesterday.
Dapa said the launch made South Korea the 10th country in the world to own a military-only com-
munications satellite, which will provide “permanent and secured military communications”.
The satellite is expected to reach its orbit of 36,000km in two weeks and South Korea’s military will
take over the system in October after testing, it added.
Seoul is looking to enhance its military capabilities as it pushes to end an arrangement under which,
if war breaks out, American commanders will have authority over their combined forces. — AFP

The Star Outstanding Business
Awards (SOBA) 2019

The Star Outstanding Business Awards (SOBA) 2019 is back for local enterprises to vie for the
country’s top awards. SOBA is all about recognising the best in Malaysian businesses. We return for
the 10th year to honour local non-public listed organisations that have led the way with excellent
business practices, ethics and principles.
Aspire to be among the best? Apply now for the prestigious Star Outstanding Business Awards that
bestow unparalleled recognition on the exceptional achievement of the nation’s finest small and
medium enterprises.
Submit your entries by 7 October 2019.

SME Thought Leadership:
Business Highlights for 2020

The Star SME Thought Leadership is Star Media Group together with CIMB’s latest initiative to

help small and medium enterprises capitalise on various tools in order to thrive and remain com-

petitive through a series of inspirational talks, broad panel discussions and intimate networking

sessions by successful key figures who have made their mark in their industries.

Discover the latest updates on what is installed for 2020 starting with a review of the 2020 bud-

get; as well as the challenges and prospects it will bring. The forum will also explore the digital ini-

tiatives, the Islamic economic blueprint and the impact on businesses brought on by e-market-

places.

Admission is RM50 per pax!! So HURRY UP and GRAB your tickets while you can!! (Inclusive of

lunch and tea break).

China asks US to close its
Consulate in Chengdu

Beijing, Jul 24 (PTI) China on Friday asked the US to close down its Consulate in Chengdu in retalia-
tion to Washington''s decision to shut the Chinese Consulate in Houston.

A statement by the Chinese Foreign Ministry said China has informed the US Embassy here of its de-
cision to withdraw its consent for the establishment and operation of the US Consulate General in
Chengdu.

This was in response to "unilateral" decision by the US to shut the Houston Consulate. China''s de-
cision is legitimate and necessary response to the unreasonable actions of the US, it said.

The US on Wednesday ordered the closure of the Chinese consulate in Houston, a move it said was
aimed "to protect American intellectual property and private information."

Reacting strongly to the US move, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin termed it as
an "unprecedented escalation” and warned retaliatory measures.

China on Thursday said that "malicious slander" is behind an order by the US government to close
its consulate in Houston, Texas, and maintained that its officials have never operated outside ordi-
nary diplomatic norms.

Wang said the order to close the consulate “violates international law and basic norms governing
international relations,” and “seriously undermines China-US relations.”

“This is breaking down the bridge of friendship between the Chinese and American people,” Wang
said. PTI KJV RS RS

Share market update: Bank shares
dip; Axis Bank down 3%

NEW DELHI: Bank shares were trading lower in Friday's session.
Shares of Axis Bank NSE -3.34 % (down 3.06 per cent) , State Bank of India (down 2.93 per cent) ,
Bandhan Bank (down 2.43 per cent) , Punjab National Bank (down 2.33 per cent) , ICICI Bank (down
2.23 per cent) , Kotak Mahindra Bank (down 2.09 per cent) , HDFC Bank (down 1.87 per cent) and
Bank of Baroda (down 1.52 per cent) were the top losers in the index.
The Nifty Bank index was trading 1.94 per cent down at 22636.25 around 02:02PM.
Benchmark NSE Nifty50 index was down 53.85 points at 11161.6, while the BSE Sensex was down
130.1 points at 38010.37.
Among the 50 stocks in the Nifty index, 8 were trading in the green, while 42 were in the red.
Shares of YES Bank, Vodafone Idea, SBI, RBL Bank Ltd., IDFC First Bank Ltd., RIL, ICICI Bank, Ashok
Leyland, Alok Industries and Tata Motors were among the most traded shares on the NSE.

Bengaluru's Rescued Elephants Impress
Park Officials With Novel Use Of Tools

Bengaluru Bannerghatta Biological Park officials said they had not seen park elephants use twig

tools to solve problems, such as scratching their ears, mouth and belly, earlier.

Bengaluru: An itch is a pesky problem. While humans and primates use their fingers, canines and

cats use limbs, and rhinos and buffaloes have their symbiotic "tick birds", what do elephants have?

Turns out, it's their brain.

Researchers at the Bengaluru Bannerghatta Biological Park recently observed novel use of tools

among some of its 23 resident Asian Elephants (Elephas Maximus) for hitherto unseen "problem

solving".

The elephants, all of whom were either born in captivity or rescued from temples, were seen wrap-

ping a stick in their trunk and using it to scratch difficult to reach parts of the ear, mouth and belly.

These areas could not have been accessed with their trunks alone or by rubbing their bodies

against trees, park officials said.

Officials said this shows elephants have highly developed problem-solving abilities, besides great

cognition, memory and complex social behaviours.

Recently, Sundar, a 20-year-old elephant who was rescued from a temple in Maharashtra's

Kolhapur, was seen using a piece of long stick to scratch specific areas in his ear and the mouth. The

park officials also reported that his fellow elephant, Menaka, was also seen showing new skill with

tools. She has been observed reaching tricky areas under her neck and belly area with a twig.

"Tool use in elephants is not unique, but the level of complexity varies with each elephant. A study

by Hart, et al. in 2001 shows how elephants use and modify branches to repel flies in Nagarhole Na-

tional Park indicating that the cerebral cortex in the brain and body ratio is greater than that of

any primate species," park's Executive Director Vanashree Vipin Singh said.

Stating that elephants were as intelligent as the great apes, such as the chimpanzees and orangu-

tans, park officials said the recently observed use of twigs was different.

According to the journal, Scientific American, elephants don't use their trunks to use tools very of-

ten because it affects their sense of smell, which is stronger than their eyesight.
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India To Equip Rafale Jets With
HAMMER Missiles Under

Emergency Order:
With the Rafales arriving in the country in the middle of a dispute with China, the In-
dian Air Force is further boosting the capabilities of the combat aircraft by equipping
it with the HAMMER missiles from France.

The order for the HAMMER standoff missiles
with the capability to take out any types of tar-
gets at the range of around 60-70 kms is being
processed under the emergency powers for ac-
quisition given to the armed forces by the
Narendra Modi government.

"The order for the HAMMER missiles is being
processed and the French authorities have agreed to supply them to us at a short no-
tice for our Rafale combat aircraft," government sources told ANI.With the Rafales ar-
riving in the country in the middle of a dispute with China, the Indian Air Force is
further boosting the capabilities of the combat aircraft by equipping it with the HAM-
MER missiles from France.

The order for the HAMMER standoff missiles with the capability to take out any types
of targets at the range of around 60-70 kms is being processed under the emergency
powers for acquisition given to the armed forces by the Narendra Modi government.

"The order for the HAMMER missiles is being processed and the French authorities
have agreed to supply them to us at a short notice for our Rafale combat aircraft," gov-
ernment sources told ANI.

First five Rafale jets likely to
be inducted on July 29, says

IAF
The first batch of five Rafale fighter jets is likely to be inducted into the Indian Air Force (IAF) on
July 29, according to an official statement.
It said the final induction ceremony will take place in second half of August.
"The first batch of five Indian Air Force Rafale is likely to arrive in India by end of July. The aircraft
will be inducted at Air Force Station Ambala on July 29 subject to weather," the IAF said.
"IAF aircrew and ground crew have undergone comprehensive training on the aircraft, including
its highly advanced weapons systems and are fully operational now. Post arrival, efforts will focus
on operationalisation of the aircraft at the earliest," the IAF said.

No Set Formula For A Woman's Reaction To
Act Of Outrage: High Court

There cannot be a straight-jacket formula about how a woman would react to an act of outrage
by a man, since all women are born into different circumstances in life, go through different things
and face, experience and react differently, Justice Dangre observed.
Mumbai: There cannot be a straight-jacket formula as to how a woman would react to an act of
outrage by a man, but incarcerating a young person indefinitely would be an antithesis to the con-
cept of liberty, the Bombay High Court has noted.
The remark was made by Justice Bharti Dangre on July 21 while granting bail to a 24-year-old man
accused in a rape and molestation case.
The accused was arrested in December 2019 and has been in jail since then.
As per the court, the case was registered in November 2019 after a 25-year-old woman alleged
that she was raped and molested by the accused on October 28, 2019 at Aamby Valley in Lonavala,
a hill station around 120 km from Mumbai.
According to the woman, she was acquainted with the accused for the last eight years and that
they had gone to Aamby Valley to celebrate Diwali along with some friends.
After returning from her trip, the woman told her mother about the incident, following which they
approached the police station concerned in Pune and registered an FIR on November 8.
While seeking bail, the accused's advocate Abhinav Chandrachud argued that there had been an
unexplained delay in registering the FIR.
The court, in its order, noted that the woman claimed to have raised an alarm to stop the accused
from molesting her and it was astonishing that despite being in the same bungalow, none of her
friends came to her rescue.
The reason for she not disclosing the offensive conduct of the applicant, which was so dreadful,
horrific and appalling, according to her, is something incomprehensible, the court said.
The court, after perusing the material submitted by the prosecution and the charge-sheet, ob-
served that it does not constitute a reasonable ground to believe that the applicant is guilty of the
offence.
There cannot be a straight-jacket formula about how a woman would react to an act of outrage
by a man, since all women are born into different circumstances in life, go through different things
and face, experience and react differently, Justice Dangre observed.
"The concept of consent of the victim or as to at what stage the consent was revoked and the act
of physical indulgence was attempted to be restrained is a matter of trial," the court said.
"The long-lived notion, as expressed by Warren Buffet 'If a lady says No, she means may be' are old
hat tricks and the issue as to whether the girl really consented freely for a physical indulgence with
her is to be searched by applying the new standards of modern life and the present social sce-
nario," she said.
The court noted that the accused was a graduate in mechanical engineering and had no criminal
antecedents. Incarceration of a young man for an indefinite period would be antithesis to the con-
cept of liberty, the court said and granted him bail on a personal bond of Rs 50,000.

No Children, Invites For Covid Warriors:
Independence Day This Year

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will unfurl the national flag and deliver a speech at the Red Fort

in Delhi on the 74th Independence Day on August 15.

New Delhi: The Independence Day celebration at the iconic Red Fort in Delhi this year will be a

low-key affair due to the novel coronavirus pandemic. School children will not be a part of the an-

nual event and the number of dignitaries on the list of invitees is likely to be much lesser. In an

advisory, the government has also told the states and union territories that it would be "appro-

priate to invite COVID-19 warriors like doctors, health workers and sanitation workers".

"Due to coronavirus, the number of invitees for celebrations at the Red Fort have been reduced

considerably and even the chairs for them, which are being placed in designated areas, will be

placed at a distance of six feet," a senior officer told NDTV.

According to him, this year the iconic fort will shut for public from August 1 on wards for

sanitisation and preparation ahead of the Independence Day event.

"There would be no performances by the school kids. Instead some NCC cadets would be in-

vited. Social distancing will be maintained, and the staff will be in PPE (Personal Protective

Equipment) kits," he added.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will unfurl the national flag and deliver a speech at the Red Fort

in Delhi on the 74th Independence Day on August 15.

"The ceremony at Red Fort will consist of the presentation of a Guard of Honour by the Armed

Forces and the Delhi Police to the Prime Minister, unfurling of the National Flag accompanied

by playing of the National Anthem and firing of 21-gun salute, speech by the Prime Minister, sing-

ing of the National Anthem immediately after the PM's speech, and release of tri-coloured bal-

loons at the end (sic)," the Ministry of Home Affairs said in an advisory sent to all states and

Union territories.

There will definitely be the 'At Home' reception at the Rashtrapati Bhawan in Delhi. However, no

programme details of the 'At Home' reception has been shared by the Home Ministry.

All the states have also been asked to give a fresh push to the theme of "Aatmanirbhar Bharat"

or self-reliant India.

"It would be appropriate that the theme of 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat' is suitably spread and

publicised among the masses through various activities/ messages in the functions and on the

social media during the Independence Day celebrations," the ministry said.

In view of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Home Ministry has laid out conditions and measures to

be followed by states and union territories while organising various programmes or activities on

August 15.

As per the directions, the Home Ministry has said that it is imperative to follow measures like

maintaining social distancing, wearing masks, proper sanitization, protecting vulnerable per-

sons, among others.

All guidelines related to COVID-19, issued by the government, have to be followed.

"All programmes should be organized ensuring that large congregation of people is avoided and

technology used in the best possible manner. The events organized could be webcast in order

to reach out to a large number of people who are not able to participate," states the advisory,

adding that special invitations will be sent to doctors, health workers and people who have re-

covered from coronavirus.

"Covid-19 warriors like doctors, health workers, sanitation workers should be invited in the cer-

emony as a recognition of their noble service in fight against coronavirus pandemic," the advi-

sory states.

Labour unions up in arms
as Karnataka cabinet

amends laws for 'ease of
doing business'

BENGALURU: Labour unions are up in arms against the amendments to various

labour laws passed by the Karnataka cabinet on Thursday. The cabinet deemed the

amendments to the Factories Act, Industrial Disputes Act and Contract Labour Act a ne-

cessity to ensure 'ease of doing business' but labour unions say it's a violation of labour

rights, leaving workers in the lurch during the COVID-19 lockdown.

The Karnataka cabinet approved an ordinance allowing factories or industries with less

than 300 employees to shut down without the government's approval with an amend-

ment to Section 25K of the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947. The 'Industrial Disputes and

Certain Other Laws (Karnataka Amendment) Ordinance' will increase the threshold of

employees as mandated in the Industries Disputes Act up to which a firm can be ex-

empted from seeking the government's approval before shutting down or laying off

labour from 100 to 300.

"These decisions show that the government is only for industries and not for labour

laws. These are retrograde decisions. Such changes are a violation of labour rights and

allow factories to get away with firing workers especially at a time when thousands of

workers have not been paid for months owing to the lockdown. The govenrment has

failed in providing support for labourers who may be left unemployed. Such laws will also

allow industries to show each unit as an independent factory and lay off workers with-

out having any fear of repercussions," said Maitreyi Krishnan, State Committee member

of the All India Central Council of Trade Unions.

The Karnataka cabinet also amended the Contract Labour Act via an ordinance to in-

crease the worker threshold. "We have increased the limit on workers from 10 to 20 in

units that use power and from 20 to 50 in units that do not use power," said JC

Madhuswamy, Law and Parliamentary Affairs Minister. This will allow factories that hire

less than 20 contract workers for electrified units and less than 50 contract workers for

non-electrified works to function without government nod or inspections. In another

amendment to the Factories Act, the cabinet has increased the limit on overtime per

quarter to 125 hours instead of the existing 75 hours.

NFRA bans another auditor in IL&FS case
On July 22, the watchdog imposed a seven-year ban on Udayan Sen, who was an Engagement Part-
ner of Deloitte Haskins and Sells LLP. In February, Daruvala had moved the court challenging the
jurisdiction of NFRA to look into the matter and the court had also passed an order on June 26.
The National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA) has slapped a five-year ban on an auditor for al-
leged irregularities in the audit of IL&FS Financial Services Ltd (IFIN). Apart from the ban, a fine of
Rs 5 lakh has been imposed on Rukshad Daruvala.
He is at least the second auditor in the matter to be barred by NFRA. However, NFRA's ruling would
not come into force till July 31 due to a Delhi High Court order passed in June. Deloitte Haskins and
Sells LLP, which conducted the statutory audit of IFIN for 2017-18.
According to the regulator's 49-page order, dated July 23, Daruvala was Engagement Quality Con-
trol Reviewer (EQCR) in the statutory audit of IFIN for 2017-18. Daruvala has been debarred for five

Higher Committee of Human Fra-
ternity Calls for Global Day of

Prayer on May 14 in Response to
COVID-19

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates:  The Higher Committee of Hu-
man Fraternity (HCHF), called on religious leaders and faithful around the world to a day of
fasting, prayers and supplications for the good of all humanity on Thursday, May 14for an
end to the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
The call is part of the Committee’s (HCHF) efforts to realize the objectives of the Document on
Human Fraternity. It invites people around the world to lay all their differences aside and
come together and assume their responsibilities against this virus, the first and true enemy
of humanity in this era.
Judge Mohamed Abdel Salam, Secretary-General of the Committee (HCHF) said: “The over-
whelming response with this call for prayer from leaders and peoples around the world is a
true testament to human solidarity and grants us hope in achieving global unity based on
human fraternity principles for the safety, security and health of all mankind.”
He also noted that seeing all believers come together in prayers and supplications for an end
to this pandemic is dream come true of a universal human unity, which is much needed now
more than ever. “We will implore God Almighty for his grace and mercy and trust that He
will respond to the hopes of millions of faithful asking to be saved from this deadly pan-
demic,” he continued.
US-based Rabbi M. Bruce Lustig, Senior Rabbi at Washington Hebrew Congregation and
member of the Committee (HCHF) added: “Just as all of us have seen how the global pan-

demic has taken lives and livelihoods, we have also witnessed it reveal some of the best quali-
ties in humankind.”
The Committee (HCHF) seeks to bring humanity together in prayer on Thursday, May 14, in
what will be the largest gathering of humanity for one goal. The event will be accompanied
by unprecedented media coverage, through the Committee’s social media accounts with
hashtag #PrayForHumanity to allow people to interact and share their videos, photos and
posts.
The Committee (HCHF) is an independent body of religious leaders, educational scholars and
cultural figures from across the world, dedicated to achieving the noble goals of the Docu-
ment on Human Fraternity signed by Pope Francis and Sheikh Ahmed el-Tayeb, Grand
Imam of Al-Azhar, during the Pope’s Apostolic Journey to the United Arab Emirates in Feb-
ruary 2019, under the patronage of H.H Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces.
Monsignor Yoannis Lahzi Gaid, Personal Secretary of His Holiness Pope Francis and mem-
ber of the Committee (HCHF), said: “As we await a cure that would spare humanity from this
deadly pandemic, our only hope is that God Almighty will save the millions suffering
around the world, and help scientists and researchers to succeed in finding the eagerly-
awaited cure.”

years from "being appointed as an auditor or internal auditor or undertaking any audit in respect of fi-
nancial statements or internal audit of the functions and activities of any company or body corporate",
NFRA said in the order.
There was no immediate comment from Deloitte. On July 22, the watchdog imposed a seven-year ban
on Udayan Sen, who was an Engagement Partner of Deloitte Haskins and Sells LLP.
In February, Daruvala had moved the court challenging the jurisdiction of NFRA to look into the matter
and the court had also passed an order on June 26. Sen had also moved the court on similar grounds.
With respect to both Daruvala and Sen, NFRA has mentioned that its orders shall not be given ef-
fect till July 31. IFIN is part of diversified IL&FS group, where financial irregularities came to light in
late 2018.
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REMEMBER THESE FACTS
Earth's Atmosphere more Sensitive

to Co2 Emissions than Thought,

Study Finds
WASHINGTON (Reuters) – Hopes that rising global average temperatures would be limited to 2.5
degrees Celsius by 2020 could be largely ruled out if greenhouse gas emissions continue at the cur-
rent pace, a new survey, which reevaluated the sensitivity of the Earth’s atmosphere to carbon di-
oxide.

The study, carried out in support of the World Climate Research Program based in Geneva, brings
the first clear breakthrough in decades to narrow the temperature rise range caused by the dou-
bling of CO2 levels since pre-industrial times.

Their findings show that the doubling would trigger an average warming of 2.6ºC to 4.1ºC above
pre-industrial times, which would place the smallest increase more than 1 degree above the av-
erage previously estimated by scientists – between 1.5ºC and 4 , 5ºC.

“To put this in perspective, with our current rate of emissions, we are on our way to doubling CO2
by around 2080,” said co-author Zeke Hausfather, a climate scientist at the Breakthrough Insti-
tute, a research center in Oakland, North Carolina. American from California.

“Climate change is more or less as bad as we thought it was.”

The scientific consensus is that the goal of setting a ceiling for increasing global average tempera-
tures by 1.5ºC, as advocated in the Paris climate agreement of 2015, will almost certainly be out
of reach unless gas emissions rates greenhouse gases fall.

Known as a parameter of climate sensitivity, the doubling of CO2 concentrations has been a con-
stant in future global temperature models since the late 1970s.

The study, published on Wednesday in the scientific journal Reviews of Geophysics, was based on
computer simulations that used satellite observations, historical temperature records and evi-
dence of prehistoric temperatures from sources such as tree rings.

The research offers “a better sense of exactly how much the Earth will heat up as CO2 rises in the
atmosphere,” said Hausfather, and also confirms that the world is headed for an extreme rise in
sea level and other extreme climate impacts.

Such effects are expected to increase by more than 2ºC, and the average global temperature has
already increased by about 1.2ºC.US wildlife agency rejects protections for rare fish species

US wildlife agency rejects protections
for rare fish species

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — U.S. wildlife officials on Wednesday plan to reject special protec-
tions for a rare, freshwater fish species that’s been at the center of a long-running legal
dispute.

The Associated Press obtained details of the decision not to protect Arctic grayling under
the Endangered Species Act in advance of a planned public announcement later in the day.

The move comes almost two years after a federal appeals court faulted the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service for arbitrarily dismissing the threat that climate change and other pres-
sures pose to the species.

Known for their iridescent appearance and sail-shaped dorsal fins, Arctic grayling can
reach 30 inches (76 centimeters) in length and are prized by many anglers.

Officials credited a conservation agreement involving landowners and government
agencies for recent improvements to the grayling’s river habitat in southwestern
Montana’s Big Hole Valley.

The Big Hole River — home to one of the few native populations of the fish in the Lower
48 states — saw grayling numbers roughly double during the last decade to about 1,500
adult fish, said Fish and Wildlife Service biologist Jim Boyd.

“If you can increase the number of breeding individuals, you can start to feel really good
about the conservation efforts and know they are truly working,” he said.

Despite the habitat improvements in recent years, Arctic grayling occupy only a fraction
of the streams across the upper Missouri River basin where they were historically wide-
spread. The species declined over the past century because of competition from non-na-
tive fish and after their habitat was significantly altered by dams and high summer water
temperatures.

Efforts to protect Arctic grayling date to 1991, when wildlife advocates petitioned the
government to add the fish to its list of threatened and endangered species. Officials de-
termined in 1994 and again in 2004 that protections were needed. But they were never
imposed because other species were given a higher priority.

The Fish and Wildlife Service in 2014 determined that protections were no longer
needed because the landowner conservation agreement had helped the fish rebound.
Conservation groups sued in federal court and prevailed when the case reached the 9th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 2018.

The appeals court faulted the government for not taking into account data that showed
the fish’s population in the Big Hole River was declining and for dismissing the potential
for climate change to cause lower water flows and warmer temperatures.

Attorney Jenny Harbine, with the Earthjustice environmental law firm that represented
wildlife advocates in the lawsuit, said the worsening climate crisis leaves the grayling’s
survival in doubt.

“The commitment of landowners along the Big Hole River is commendable and abso-
lutely essential for the survival of grayling. We question whether it’s enough,” Harbine
said.

Arctic grayling are native to river drainages around the Arctic Ocean, Hudson Bay and the
northern Pacific Ocean.

A population of grayling that historically inhabited parts of Michigan was wiped out last
century, but scientists are seeking to reintroduce the fish to parts of the state.

All Existing Demand For Shramik Trains
Met, Last One Operated On July 9:

Railways
Railway Board Chairman VK Yadav said a total of 4,615 Shramik Special trains have been run
since May 1, taking over 63 lakh people home during the coronavirus lockdown.

New Delhi: The Railways on Thursday said it has met all the existing demand of states for Shramik Spe-
cial trains to ferry stranded migrant workers home, with the last service being operated on July 9.

Railway Board Chairman VK Yadav said a total of 4,615 Shramik Special trains have been run since
May 1, taking over 63 lakh people home during the coronavirus lockdown.

The Railways started Shramik Specials on May 1 to transport stranded migrant workers to their
native states after thousands tried to reach home on foot due to the lockdown.

On July 9, the last two trains departed from the Chennai Central station. One to Jodhpur with 1,449
passengers and second one to Howrah with 1,620 passengers, officials said.

The Ministry of Railways has said it subsidised the ticket prices for migrant workers by agreeing to
pay 85 per cent, while state governments have been asked to pay the remaining 15 per cent.

"The last Shramik Special train ran on July 9 and with that we presume that we have met the de-
mand of the states regarding these trains. However, if there is more such demand, we will run
these services again," Mr Yadav said in an online press conference on Thursday.

He said that while in May, the Railways operated 4,109 trains, in June it came down to 493 trains
and in July only 13 trains have been run so far.

Most of these trains originated from Gujarat (1,027), followed by Maharashtra (844) and were
mostly destined towards Uttar Pradesh (1,712) and Bihar (1,507), officials said.

Ovechkin skates with Capitals for
First time in Phase 2

Forward, who tied for NHL lead in goals, had been training in Florida

Alex Ovechkin skated with the Washington Capitals on Saturday.

The forward had been skating and training in Florida before joining his teammates at MedStar Capi-
tals Iceplex in Arlington, Virginia, as part of Phase 2 of the NHL Return to Play Plan, which started
June 8 and allows limited voluntary workouts with small groups at team facilities.

The Capitals tweeted a video of Ovechkin on the ice. He was joined by forwards Lars Eller, Evgeny
Kuznetsov and Garnet Hathaway, defenseman John Carlson, and goalie Braden Holtby.

Ovechkin tied David Pastrnak of the Boston Bruins with 48 goals to lead the NHL and win the Rocket
Richard Trophy for a record ninth time.

Washington is one of 24 teams that will compete for the Stanley Cup. The tournament will begin
with the Stanley Cup Qualifiers, which will include the Capitals as part a round-robin among the top
four teams in each conference to determine seeds for the Stanley Cup Playoffs, and 16 teams
paired in eight best-of-5 series. Dates and the two hub cities -- one for the 12 participating Eastern
Conference teams, one for the 12 Western Conference teams -- have not been announced.

The Capitals will play the Bruins, Tampa Bay Lightning and Philadelphia Flyers once each.

Ovechkin was working out with his personal trainer, Pavel Burlachenko, who arrived from Russia
shortly before the NHL paused the season March 12 due to concerns surrounding the coronavirus.
Ovechkin skated this month at a rink in Pembroke Pines, Florida, with a group of players that in-
cluded New York Rangers rookie goalie Igor Shesterkin, Colorado Avalanche defenseman Nikita
Zadorov, and Florida Panthers forward Evgenii Dadonov.

"He sounds really good and excited to get back up and going and likes the chances our team has
and knows it's going to be very unpredictable, obviously," Capitals coach Todd Reirden said of
Ovechkin on June 15. "First time for anyone in the NHL going through something like this. He's in a
really good spot mentally and physically and I think really we're fortunate that his trainer, who I
think a lot of, Pavel, is able to be spending this entire time with him."

New Delhi: India on Thursday asserted that the maintenance of peace and tranquility along the
Line of Control(LAC) is the basis of its bilateral relationship with China, and said it expected the Chi-
nese side to be sincere in completing the disengagement of troops in eastern Ladakh.

At an online media briefing, MEA Spokesperson Anurag Srivastava said another round of diplomatic
talks under the framework of the Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination (WMCC)
is expected to be scheduled soon.

“The maintenance of peace and tranquility in the border areas is the basis of our bilateral relation-
ship,” he said.

“Therefore it is our expectation that the Chinese side will sincerely work with us for complete dis-
engagement and de-escalation and full restoration of peace and tranquility in the border areas at
the earliest as agreed to by the Special Representatives,” Srivastava added.

National Security Advisor Ajit Doval and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi held a nearly two-hour-
long telephonic conversation on July 5 to bring down tension between the armies of the two coun-
tries in eastern Ladakh. Both sides began the disengagement process from July 6 following the
talks between Doval and Wang who were Special Representatives for the boundary question.

“We have also made it clear that India is fully committed to observing and respecting the LAC and
that we will not accept any unilateral attempts to change the status quo along the LAC,” said
Srivastava.

He said the two sides have agreed during the conversation of the Special Representatives to work
towards complete disengagement of the troops along the LAC and de-escalation from India-China
border areas for full restoration of peace and tranquility

Time to unwind with Australia’s
soothing shades of Blue

No matter where you are on Earth, these swirling shades of Australian blue will whisk you
away..

From cerulean waters and feather-like blue skies to the world’s best underwater adventures,
these glistening shades of blue make Australia one beautiful land of natural wonders. So before you
start planning your next adventure in Australia, do take a look at these incredibly charming and
satisfying visuals.

Amnesty International’s work
AI conducts on-site and remote investigations into violations of international law during armed
conflicts. Amnesty International researchers spend thousands of hours each year on the ground in
conflict-affected areas, interviewing witnesses and survivors, and gathering information from a
wide range of local organizations and officials, including military and law enforcement. Amnesty
International’s arms and military
advisors identify weapons and muni-
tions and analyse their effects. Be-
sides reporting directly from conflict
zones, Amnesty International em-
ploys a variety of cutting-edge re-
mote-sensing techniques – including
the analysis of satellite imagery as
well as verification of available digi-
tal evidence, such as videos and pho-
tographs uploaded by witnesses – to
monitor armed conflicts around the
world. Together, the testimonial
and photographic evidence col-
lected in the field and the data and
imagery gathered remotely provide
the factual basis for Amnesty
International’s global advocacy and
campaigns.

England vs West Indies, 3rd Test Day 1, Live
Cricket Score Updates: Stokes, Burns carry on

England vs West Indies (ENG vs WI) 3rd Test Day 1 Live Cricket Score Online Updates: West Indies
won the first Test in Southampton by four wickets, chasing 200 in a tightly fought final day. How-
ever, England bounced back in the following Test, winning the second Test by 113 runs on the back
of Ben Stokes’ heroics. Ben Stokes has overtaken West Indies’ Jason Holder to become the number
one ranked all-rounder in the world owing to his match-winning performance in Manchester.
Stokes followed up his 176 in the first innings with an unbeaten 78 in the second and also picked up
three wickets in the contest to pull off a series-levelling win on Monday, earning the player-of-the-
match award.
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